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ON FRIENDSHIP. 


** Briovep, I wish above all 
things that thou mayest prosper 
and be in health, even as thy 
soul prospereth.” True friendship, 
though not religion, is one of its 
choicest fruits. The Scriptures, 
though nowhere, as Robert Hall 
observes, formally enjoining its 
cultivation, they prescribe the 
virtues out of which it will natu- 
rally grow; “ the virtues which, 
in the ordinary course of events, 
and under the usual arrangements, 
of Providence, are the best pre- 
parative for it, as well as the 
surest guarantee for the discharge 
of its duties, and the observation 
of its rights.” 

The general grounds of friend- 
ship, we find in the fraternal re- 
lation subsisting between us and 
each other. God hath made of 
one blood all the nations that 
dwell upon earth. We are, there- 
fore, all brethren, are capable of 
feeling an interest in each other’s 
affairs, and are liable, by the very 
nature of our minds, to feel 
promptings of concern and sym- 
pathy for, and with, and towards 
one another. This is one of the 
distinctive characteristics of our 
race, separating us from, and ele- 
vating us above, the brute crea- 
tion. Among the beasts that pe- 
rish there can be nothing like 
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friendship, though among some 
of them there be an alliance and 
confraternity, by which they unite 
for offensive and defensive pur- 
poses, the effect of instinct, and 
the effect’ of instinct which, in 
some cases, draws forth our admi- 
ration and astonishment, yet there 
can be none of those commun- 
ings which constitute the heart 
and soul of friendship; none of 
those great and noble emotions 
which are essential to its exist- 
ence. It is in our possession of 
a nature capable of the tender 
attachment, the truthful plight, 
and the sympathetic exertion, and 
in our common possession of this 
nature, that we find the general 
grounds of friendship. 

Its more specific grounds are 
furnished by certain congenialities 
of temper and disposition, indi- 
cating themselves in an endless 
variety of ways. Friendship, in 
the most general sense of it, 1. e. 
a readiness to do good and serve, 
should be cultivated: towards all 
around us; but in the more li- 
mited, and certainly the most ac- 
curate acceptation of the term, it 
must necessarily be more con- 
tracted in its extent and opera- 
tions. There must be certain 
causes which cannot exist in re- 
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indiseriminately: there must be 
certain affinities and bonds of 
union, bringin g itssubjects toge- 
ther on. some interesting points 
of perception and feeling, uniting 
them by some common principles, 
—principles alike, and at the same 
time actuating and prompting the 
hearts of each and all, Thus 
two persons connected, not by 
relationship, nor legal tie in mer- 
cantile or other pursuits, but by 
having their hearts powerfully knit 
together, by havmg been gradu- 
ally and insensibly drawn towards 
each other, until each finds him- 
self the subject of a deep interest, 
of a lively concern in the welfare 
of his friend. This has been ef- 
fected without design, without 
effort, but has had its source in 
some community of feeling, some 
congeniality of temperament ; and 
though both natures may have 
great apparent, and indeed, real 
differences of character, there is 
notwithstanding between them 
something in common, and that 
of value and moment, which when 
it came into contact with its like 
in the other bosom, immediately 
glided into it, became blended 
and incorporated with it. 

Now although, not to the full 
extent of this description, yet to 
a certain extent, and an extent of 
great consequence, this may be 
predicated of a whole society of 
persons united together by a com- 
mon principle, and for the fur- 
therance or attainment of com- 
mon objects. What diversity so- 
ever may exist amongst them in 
other respects, and they may be 
numerous and important, there 
is still that which unites them 
as one community, which, in 
addition to their possession of 
acommon nature, furnishes them 
with ground for friendship—a 
friendship, not indeed so inti- 
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mate and endearing as that sub- 
sisting between two minds knit 
together into one spirit; but still 
a friendship, which as far as it 
goes, cannot but be productive of 
enjoyment, and which may be 
rendered eminently serviceable 
to the parties immediately con- 
cerned. 

Religious friendship involves, 
in addition to these, other inte- 
resting facts and considerations. 
The tie which unites Christians in 
one fraternity, is of the tenderest 
kind imaginable, the common in- 
terest which they have, or should 
have at heart, is the most mo- 
mentous, the most awful that. can 
be conceived, that in fact, does 
exist ; the influence of which they 
are all the subjects, is the finest, 
the loveliest, the most elevating, 
and the most Godlike; and they 
have as the source of their joys 
and their hopes, as well as the 
example for their imitation, the 
most Illustrious Personage that 
ever appeared in the world ;, and 
for their everlasting home, the 
most blissful and beauteous por- 
tion of the universe. Here, surely, 
is ground enough for the truest 
friendship. There is enough in 
every one believer for the affec- 
tions of every other believer to 
fasten upon. Here are common 
points of character sufficient for 
the drawing out of natural sym- 
pathy, and here are fears and 
hopes enough alike in every bo- 
som, for the cherishing of mutual 
esteem, the sustentation of com- 
mon solicitude, and the entertain- 
ing of common expectations. Re- 
ligion does thus furnish additional 
grounds for friendship, and these 
of such a character as to invest it 
with additional grace and loveli- 
ness. True friendship, when ex- 
istent apart from the sanctions 
and influences of religion, has 
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about it something of a generous, 
noble nature; but when throbbing 
and acting under the impulse of 
heaven-born principles—when it 
is an emanation from the friend- 
liness of God to man, when it is 
an humble but earnest imitation 
of the incarnate Saviour’s friend- 
ship in its joyous heartiness and 
disinterested promptitude, when 
it is thus the prelude of, and by 
its possessor considered and _ at- 
tempted to be made one of the 
means of preparation for, the bliss- 
ful, beart-thrilling friendship of 
the skies, then, then indeed does 
it assume its greatest, because 
its unearthly and ‘imperishable 
beauty, and then does it exem- 
plify its chiefest excellence. There 
is, upon this showing, in such a 
passage as that with which this 
paper commences, regarding it 
as the index of this honourable 
and felicitous emotion, an exten- 
sive and emphatic significance, 
“¢ Beloved, I wish above all things 
that thou mayest prosper and be 
in health, even as thy soul pros- 
pereth.” 

In proceeding to remark upon 
the requisites to the enjoyment 
and perpetuation of true friend- 
ship, we would point out as one 
of them, and one of indispensable 
importance—integrity. Werepeat 
it—this is of main and paramount 
importance ; for who would have 
a friend whose integrity he sus- 
pected,-and of whose sincerity he 
was doubtful? Who would hold 
intimate and confiding commu- 
nion with a man whom he knew 
not to be honest? Integrity is, 
indeed, the foundation of every 
virtue ;, and the want of it a radi- 
cal defect in character; a defect 
opening to all others the source 
of any or every vice to which in- 
clination may prompt or tempta- 
tion seduce. True friendship, that 
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for which we plead, whether it 
exist in reference to an individual, 
which is its, most intimate and 
tender form, or to a society, its 
more ample and less intense, 
though not, perhaps, its less im- 
portant mode of existence, is so 
truthful, so loving, and so good, 
that the want of integrity, de- 
structive alike of. truthfulness, 
tenderness, and goodness, is ne- 
cessapily fatal to it; like the touch 
of the torpedo it produces entire 
enervation; it is a mortal blight, 
blasting this lovely plant: so that 
without integrity you may as well 
expect friendship, as the light of 
day without the sun, which is its 
cause, or the continual ebbing 
and flowing of the ocean without 
the great fountains which are its 
sources. 

Another of its requisites is fide- 
lity. This will extend itself in 
various directions: it will be 
prompt to tell a man of his faults 
honestly, but kindly ;-—not to 
abuse his confidence—to defend 
his character in his absence. As 
to the former, it is of essential 
moment. ‘‘ He that speaketh flat- 
tery to his friends (says Job), even 
the eyes of his children shall fail,” 
i.e., he exposes himself to evils, 
to retributive evils that may ex- 
tend to his posterity. It is a sad 
and serious thing for a man to be 
permitted, by those who profess to 
be his friends, to go onward, from 
day to day, without caution and 
warning in a course of sin. Such 
conduct on their part indicates a 
destitution ofall that elevates man, 
all that makes him the instrument 
of good to his fellow. As to the 
second, to keep confidence dis- 
abused, we have inspired testi- 
mony tothe evils attendant upon its 
violation. “ A whisperer (says So- 
lomon) separateth chief friends,” 


and ‘‘ he that repeateth a matter 
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separateth friends,” Nothing can 


be more dishonourable, nothing 
more dishonest, and certainly no- 
thing of those feelings which bind 
heart to heart, than this per- 
nicious and detestable practice. 
“Thou shalt not (says the Lord to 
the Jews) go up and down as a 
talebearer among thy people.” 
“ A talebearer (observes the wis- 
est of men) revealeth secrets ; but 
he that is of a faithful spirit con- 
cealeth the matter.” “ Where no 
wood is, there the fire goeth out; 
so where there is no talebearer, 
the strife ceaseth.” ‘*The words 
of a talebearer are as wounds,they 
go down into the innermost parts 
of the spirit.” In the black cata- 
logue of crimes, which in the 
Epistle to the Romans are re- 
corded as indications of man’s 
utter depravity, ‘‘ whispering and 
backbiting” find a place; and no 
man who would be a true friend, 
will cease to guard sedulously 
against these disgraceful vices, 
and zealously to repress the slight- 
est addictedness to them. A third 
ingredient of fidelity is, a readi- 
ness to defend the character of a 
friend. Ina healthy state of so- 
ciety character is of paramount 
importance. That isa happy state 
of things ina community, when 
wealth, together with every thing 
of an adventitious nature, is re- 
garded as secondary and inferior, 
when character is the only source 
of reputation, and that without 
which nothing can procure it. 
As far as we are found anxious 
to contribute to the furtherance 
of so desirable and delectable a 
result, will we watch over each 
other’s characters earnestly and 
faithfully. Save me from a friend 
who can listen calmly to a person 
traducing me, to whom my repu- 
tation is not dear, and whom no 
calumny upon me can grieve! 
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Save me from a friend who will 
be such, just as far and as long 
as it will suit his purpose, serve 
his interest, or at least not dis- 
turb his repose; who will pre- 
fer giving way to those who would 
injure me, directly or indirectly, 
to placing himself in a position of 
the slightest difficulty, or expos- 
ing himself to the smallest sacri- 
fice “or self-denial! Did I say 
save me from a friend who would 
do these things? Rather save me 
from a heartless, hollow, double 
pretender to friendship, from the 
misfortune and misery of ever re- 
garding such a person as my 
friend! Ah! the cheapness of 
some friendships—the easy terms 
on which they are held—the rea- 
diness with which they can be 
dissolved—the aptitude, the in- 
fernal aptitude with which the 
former friend can become a foe! 
But thoroughly opposed to this 
is true friendship; it is faithful, 
it is devoted, its very wounds are 
faithful, the rebukes it adminis- 
ters are expressions. of real kind- 
ness; it abuses no confidence— 
it burns when a brother is ma- 
ligned; it is ever ready, even at 
the risk of inconvenience and loss, 
to defend you in your absence, 
and throw around your character 
the broad shield of its zealous, 
hearty, and lynx-eyed vindication 
and protection. The man who 
can act a contrary part; who, 
while he calls himself your friend, 
can listen unmoved to any reflec- 
tion upon your name, or even 
join with your traducers, which, 
alas ! is sometimes the case, de- 
serves to have no friend upon 
earth, or to have so many Judases 
for his friends, who, when it will 
suit their convenience, or any 
other base purpose, will betray 
him—will sell him. On the other 
hand, be it ours to cultivate the 
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friendship which will only be giv- 
ing utterance to the words of 
truth and soberness, when thus 
addressing a brother: ‘I wish 
above all things, that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as 
thy soul prospereth.”’ 

There is, moreover, necessary 
to the pleasurable exercise of 
true friendship, an affectionate- 
ness, not only of heart but of 
manner, a certain kindliness of 
deportment. This true and not 
merely affected politeness, is equi- 
distant from the puling, canting, 
and sickly fondness, by which 
some persons would make it ap- 
pear, that ere you have been 
known to them ten minutes, you 
are objects of their most hearty 
affection ; and from the rugged- 
ness, the blunt, and offensive 
bearing of others, who consider 
discourteousness, a sure, a certain, 
and a necessary indication of faith- 
fulness and honesty. Solomon 
connects ‘opening the mouth 
with wisdom,” with “« having the 
law of kindness on the tongue.” 
It is a matter of frequent regret, 
that Felix cannot be faithful with- 
out being unkind, cannot reprove 
without giving great pain ; while 
Edgar, in being kind, subjects 
himself to the charge of syco- 
phancy. There is, unquestion- 
ably, a kindliness, which is quite 
compatible with firmness, as well 
as afidelity beyond all suspicion of 
cruelty ; a charity that suffereth 
long and is kind, and yet that re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, nor hath 
any fellowship with unrighteous- 
ness. It is not said that this ex- 


going description in all friend- 
ships; but it is alleged that it is 
an important requisite to friend- 
ship, and that as far asa given 
friendship is destitute of it, it is a 
defective one; and that every 
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person who would be and have a 
friend, should labour assiduously 
to cherish it, that he may be able 
to say, ‘‘ I wish above all things, 
that thou mayest prosper,” in a 
tone and manner, which will sup- 
ply the best evidence to the re- 
ality of the feeling the words ex- 
press. 

Another, and the last requisite 
we shall mention is, sincere and 
ardent piety. The conduciveness 
of religion to friendship is obvious 
from the nature of the graces, the 
spiritual graces of which it con- 
sists. ‘* The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness.” Now do not all these in- 
duce friendship? Are they not 
the best guarantees for the purity 
of its design, and in consequence, 
for its continued existence and 
increase? The mind of one Chris- 
tian, as far as he is a Christian, 
is susceptible to the impressions 
sought to be produced by another 
Christian mind. It is upon this 
ground it is maintained, that a 
Christian church ought to present 
a scene of continual friendli- 
ness; its members should be 
ever exhibiting an interchange of 
kind offices; one should be the 
friend of all, and all the friend 
of each other, The sympathy 
which the members of the body 
feel with one another, should be 
habitually realized and exempli- 
fied in the church of Christ, ‘* that 
whether one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it, or 
one member be honoured, all the 


| members rejoice with it.” 


ists to the full extent of the fore- | 
| gion is also evident, from the cha- 
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racter of Him who is the great 
exemplar of the religious perfec- 
tion, after which we are taught to 
aspire. He furnishes a concentra- 
tion and embodiment of genuine 
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Frirenp! No sacrifice was too 


great for him to make, no pains 
too intense for him to endure ; 
nay, he did not esteem it too much 
for Him to lay down his life to 
prove himself the Friend of sin- 
ners. Although in his interposi- 
tion for us, his conduct is beyond 
our power of imitation ; yet in the 
feelings, if we may speak so, 
which moved him to interpose, 
“he has left us an example that 
we should follow his steps.” We 
are to be kind and charitable to 
each other, ‘ knowing the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
though he was rich yet for our 
sakes became poor, that we 
through his poverty might be 
made rich.”” We are ‘to bear 
each other’s burdens, andso fulfil 
the law of Christ.”. We are ‘ to 
forgive one another, as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven us.” In 
the example of the Saviour we 
find the true pattern of a friend ; 
and as Christians, it should be 
our continual aim and effort to 
imitate Him in this as well as 
other respects. He has given his 
disciples this very name, con- 
nected with some most interest- 
mg and momentous admonition— 
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admonition quite in point with 
the subject of our present discus- 
sion. ‘“ This is my commandment, 
that ye love one another as l-have 
loved you. Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. Ye 
are my friends if ye do whatso- 
ever 1command you. Henceforth 
I call you not servants ; for the 
servant knoweth not what his 
Lord doeth; but I have called 
you friends, for all things that I 
have heard of my Father I have 
made known unto you.” “If ye 
do whatsoever I command you.” 
And what is it that he enjoins as 
to the particular subject before 
us? “A new commandment give 
I unto you, that ye love one 
another.” Being the friends of 
Christ we may, and surely should 
be the friends of each other. The 
true friendship he felt, and still 
feels towards us, should by us be 
felt and exercised towards the 
brethren. To every Christian we 
should be able to say with deepsin- 
cerity—and true religion, friend- 
ship with Christ, will teach us to 
say, “‘ Beloved, I wish above all 
things, that thou mayest prosper 
and be in health.” 


Swansea. D. R.S. 


PREJUDICE YIELDING TO THE FORCE OF TRUTH. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Sir, 

Iv has been justly remarked, 
by a late elegant and profound 
writer,* that “in consequence of 
the gradual improvements which 
take place in language, as an in- 
strument of thought, the classifi- 
cations both of things and facts, 
with which the infant faculties of 


* Dugald Stewart, Philosophy of the 
Human Mind, vol. i. p. 224. 


each successive race are conyer- 
sant, are more just and more 
comprehensive than those of their 
predecessors ; the discoveries 
which, in one age, were confided 
to the studious and enlightened 
few, becoming in the next, the 
established creed of the learned ; 
and in the third, forming part of 
the elementary principles of edu- 
cation.” 
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Of this remark, [ lately met 
with. an unexpected illustration, 
as bearing on the Greek words 
Barrw and BawriZw, which, as 
your readers need not be told, 
have been the subject of more 
controversy than perhaps any 
other single words in the original 
Scriptures. The rise, the object, 
and the extent of this controversy, 
merely viewed as a_ philological 
question, would be a curious and 
not uninteresting subject of in- 
quiry. Among the learned, how- 
ever, it may be looked upon now 
as an adjudged point. We scarce- 
ly expect that any man claiming 
to be ranked in this class, will 
** pop” upon us a new theory, after 
the failure of a certain very es- 
timable lexicographerin the north. 
And we may hope the time will 
come, when such scholars as: Dr. 
Pye Smith and Moses Stuart will 
not only abstain from sanction- 
ing, by their authority, the crudi- 
ties that are occasionally broached 
onthe subject, but will be induced, 
by their regard to the interests of 
truth, to enter their protest against 
them. 

But I am wandering from the 
point. I meant merely to state, 
that what, to quote the expression 
of Dugald Stewart, has been “ the 
established creed of the learned,” 
now.actually ‘‘ forms part of the 
elementary principles of educa- 
tion.” There are two very useful 
little works, which have obtained 
a wide circulation in respectable 
schools, which have lately fallen 
under my notice, in both of 
which the truth as to the meaning 
of the words in question is dis- 
tinctly set forth. The ‘* Etymolo- 
gical Spelling Book,” by Henry 
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Butler, the eighteenth edition of 
which has just been published by 
Messrs. Longman and Co., con- 
tains, at page 136, a table of 
synonymous words in Greek, 
Latin, and English, in which we 
read, 


‘* Baptize—Immerse—Dip.” 


The “ Student’s Manual,” by Dr. 
R. Harrison Black, is a work of 
somewhat higher pretensions. It 
contains a list of many words de- 
rived from the Greek, among 
which, at page 6 we find, ‘* Bap- 
tizo, or Bapto, I dip.” 

Of course these quotations are 
not adduced as authority ; but as 
proofs that, in the present age, men 
who would secure any respect as 
public teachers, must do homage 
to authority. The conviction is, I 
believe, rapidly gaining ground, 
that whatever reasons may be 
urged for the substitution of 
sprinkling in the room of baptism, 
that of Scriptural precept or ex- 
ample must be given up: or, as it 
was expressed long ago, by an 
eminent prelate of the English 
Church, “according to this prin- 
ciple, that nothing can be law- 
fully performed, much less re- 
quired, in the affairs of religion, 
which is not either commanded 
by God in the Scriptures, or at 
least recommended by a laudable 
example, the baptism of infants, 
and the sprinkling of water in 
baptism instead of immersion, 
must be exterminated from the 
church.” Bishop Sanderson, De 
obligat, conscient. Preelect, IV. 
Sect. 17, 18, as quoted in Dore’s 
Sermons on Baptism. p. 67. 

Devta. 
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PROFESSOR STUART AND THE BIBLE SOCIETY. 


In looking over the pamphlet 
published by Professor Stuart, of 
America, in defence of the resolu- 
tion now passed by the Bible So- 
ciety in that country, I was rather 
surprised to find, that he admits 
the ordinary meaning of baptize 
to be dip, immerse, or overwhelm ; 
while he contends, that there are 
certain other uses of the words 
which are so indefinite as to jus- 
tify a modification of baptism, to 
make it suit the feelings or choice 
of individuals. ; 

All the reasoning he advances 
in support of this conclusion seems 
to rest on certain elliptical sen- 
tences, in which the words Buzrw, 
and ParriZw, occur. Four of these 
are selected for present consider- 
ation. 

1. EGabag eyxog ev moog Apyswy 
OTPATW. 

Having well dipped a spear 
with an army of Greeks.—So- 
phocles Ajax, 95. 

2. Baer aro Tov aiparoc. 

He shall dip from the blood.— 
Levté, iv. 17. 

3. EBarricOy evo roy lopdavnv. 

He was baptized into the Jor- 
dan.— Mark 1. 9. 

4, Barrifwy ev ry conuy. 

Baptizing in the esert Mark 
1. 4, 

Professor Stuart admits, that 
the simple expression, baptize in 
water, must mean to immerse in 
water: but, since the word to 
baptize is here followed by the pre- 
positions, weos, with—eic, into— 
aro, from—and ¢y, in, is used in 
reference to the desert, ‘and not 
water; he concludes, that the an- 
cients did not use this word to 
define precisely any particular 
action, 

When the passages are thus 
torn out of their connexion, they 


do really seem to be difficult ; 
but the texts in which they stand 
prove, that, in every case there 
is an ellipsis of some words, which, 
being understood, describe the 
substance in which the subject 
of the verb is said to be bap- 
tized. 

In the first case, Sophocles is 
expressing a purpose to destroy. 
The person, therefore, states, that 
he will dip a spear nobly with an 
army of Greeks. The word ¢v is 
intended to point out the dignity 
of his enemies, and the noble 
character of his contest. If we 
ask, in what substances the spear 
should be dipped, schylus would 
answer, <v opayaso,*—in slaugh- 
ters. The whole sentence of 
Sophocles, therefore, would stand 
thus: ‘‘ Having nobly dipped a 
spear in slaughters, with an army 
of Greeks, not Barbarians.” But 
the word plunge is better than 
dip, because, to plunge a spear in 
slaughters conveys an idea of vio- 
lence, as well as that of immer- 
sion, which agrees with the spirit 
of the sentence. 

In the second case, Levit. iv. 
17, Moses is directing the priests 
in what way they were to dispose 
of blood which flowed from the 
sin-offering. It was to be em- 
ployed in three ways; and in re- 
ference to the first, this hard 
sentence,occurs: Baer rov dax- 
TuAoy aro rou atwaroc’ the priest 


shall dip his finger from the 


| blood, Here the words, ev pegs, 


in a part, seem to be understood. 
When these are supplied, the 
whole sentence will stand thus : 
The priest shall dip his finger in 
some of the blood, and sprinkle 


* Prometheuse Vinctus, 865. 
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at seven times before the Lord; 
even before the veil. And he shall 
put some of the blood upon the 
horns of the altar, which is be- 
Sore the Lord, that isin the taber- 
nacle of the congregation; and 
shall pour out all the blood (that 
remains) at the bottom of the 
altar of the burnt-offering. This 
is the rendering in our common 
version; which, in this case, must 
be defended against its own ad- 
vocate ; for Professor Stuart, for- 
getting or not perceiving the 
ellipsis, contends that the version 
is wrong, and that to dip from 
the blood must signify to smear 
with the blood. One might have 
supposed, that his zeal for the 
version would have kept him out 
of such a blunder, but he has 
fallen into it again .and again; 
until we feel astonished at a man 
who could venture to expound 
the Epistle to the Romans while 
committing mistakes that might 
shame a school-boy. 

The third case, Mark i. 4 ,isreally 
too bad, because the English col- 
docation and rendering are.used to 
obscure the origmal. The evan- 
_gelist was about to describe the 
scene of John’s labour at the 
time when Jesus was baptized. 
He therefore states plainly : “John 
was. in the wilderness, baptizing, 
and preaching a baptism of re- 
pentance.” -First, John .was in 
the wilderness baptizing. Is it 
asked, Whom he baptized? Ver. 
5: +The inhabitants of Jerusalem 
who. confessed their. sins. Do we 
further inquire, Jn. what he baptiz- 
edithem? See ver. 8: “<I, indeed, 
baptize you in water.” One 
would think that this answer. from 
John himself would have been 
clear enough for a professor of 
divinity to understand ; but be- 
cause the words, in water, are 
not actually in the fourth verse, 
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Mr. Stuart cannot believe that 
baptizo ecegaauily means to im- 
merse. 

The fourth case, Mark i. 9, is 
more important, because it has 
been much used by opponents, 
and connects itself with many 
important passages. It contains 
a double ellipsis. _The words 
written .by Mark to record the 
fact of our ,Lord’s baptism are; 
EBSarriodn tro Lmuyyou €s ov 
Topdavyy He was baptized by 
John into the Jordan. As the 
words, avaSamwy, to ascend, and 
nuraSamw, to descend, im- 
mediately follow this sentence, 
the latter is omitted, and should 
be. introduced before the words, 
into the Jordan; it would then 
read: He was baptized by John, 
descending .into the Jordan. If 
any one be so obtuse as to In- 
quire, In what substance was our 
Lord baptized ? John would re- 
ply, ver. 8: I, indeed, baptized 
him, not in mud, but in water. 
In water, therefore, will supply 
the other ellipsis, immediately 
after he was baptized; and the 
whole will stand: ESagrziodq (ev 
bdars) to Iwavov (xaraSasvwyr) 
21g rov Iogdavny' .( Descending ) into 
the Jordan, he was baptized (in 
water) by John. 

Many have supposed that «¢ 


imto, is in-these cases used for SA 


in; and therefore conclude that 
one has the same meaning as the 
other : but this is quite a mistake ; 


-for the former always tiiditatex 
motion, 


while the latter implies 
rest. 2A man may live in’a city, 
but he. comes izto it first. But 
we. do net say, he came im a city, 
and then lived into it. This would 


-be neither Greek nor English. 


Whenever «ss, into, follows the 
verb to baptize, therefore, these 
two ellipses are to be supplied : 
one describing the element ip 
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which the subject is immersed ; 
the other describing the action 
which advances to and terminates 
in the object named in the ac- 
cusative case. For instance : 

1. Rom. vi. 3 describes the 
advancing act of sincere faith: 
«As many as were baptized into 
Christ Jesus.” That is, as many 
as were baptized in water, having 
entered into Christ Jesus. These 
same persons were baptized (in 
water, having entered) into his 
death. For to be in Christ, is to 
rely on his help, and to submit to 
his disposal: but we are saved 
by his death, and consecrated as 
sacrifices; and both are pledged 
in the faith professed in baptism 
by believers. For, 

2. Gal. ii, 27: “ As many as 
were baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ.” Thatis, those who(hav- 
ing entered) into Christ, were bap- 
tized (in water) have assumed his 
name, atonement, and service, as 
their protection and honour, with- 
out which they will be like naked 
men in a tempest, exposed to de- 
struction and shame. Hence, 

3. Col, “ns “b2is* Yeo were 
buried with him in baptism ;”’ or 
rather, having thus entered into 
Christ, ye were buried with him 
in the baptism; your faith in- 
cluding the pledge of martyrdom, 
and the sacrament sealing your 
vow. 

A glance at these passages will 
show, that the words left out in 
the ellipses would have encum- 
bered the sentences, and that 
their insertion was not necessary 
for the reader. Any child, in the 
ancient churches, would have 
supplied them. And an unpre- 
judiced mind, though a novice, 
could scarcely avoid perceiving 
them now. How ought we to 
grieve, therefore, when men so 
peculiarly pledged as the inter- 
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preters of God’s holy word, mag- 
nify, for the sake of obscuring its 
import, the accidents which are 
inevitable to all languages, and 
which school-boys are flogged if 
they do not learn! 

When I see the terrible effects 
of this hunting after obseurities, 
in hiding the solemn truth of so 
many passages in Holy Scrip- 
ture, I wonder that the piety of 
men does not prevent the conti- 
nuation of such a contest; and 
yet it is most strange, that those 
who hold important public sta- 
tions, where they must rely on 
reputation, should wreck their 
characters as scholars on such 
absurdities. Certainly Professor 
Stuart’s disinterested  self-conse- 
cration, in this respect, deserves 
a better object: but when the 
largest voluntary association of 
Christians under heaven resolves, 
in both hemispheres, to hazard all 
its usefulness, rather than allow 
these errors to be corrected even 
in a single version of God’s Holy 
Word, it seems as if the world 
were baptized in folly, and no 
room left for surprise at anything, 

In the Patriot for Monday, 
Nov. 7, an advertisement ap- 
peared containing the following 
sentences: ‘“ The Rev. Henry 
Burgess, of Luton, wishes it to be 
understood that he is the sole 
author (of The Bible Society 
vindicated by Elihu), and feels 
highly honoured by the persecu- 
tion which his advocacy of liberal 
sentiments has occasioned. The 
necessity of such a vindication of 
the Bible Society will be evident 
from the followmg statements in 
the Baptist Magazine for this 
month: ‘It is clearly demon- 
strated; 1. That the ceremony 
imposed by antibaptistical bre- 
thren can never be maintained 
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where free and unprejudiced in- 
quirers possess a faithful transla- 
tion of the word of God. 2. That 
the Bible Society has changed its 
former practice, and withheld its 
support from the Calcutta ver- 
sion, in order to secure for anti- 
baptists the only shield under 
which their controversy can be 
maintained,’ ” 

The quotation from my stric- 
tures is quite correct; and I 
hold myself responsible for all the 
sentiments contained in it. I am 
glad that my friend and brother 
has avowed himself ‘ the sole 
author” of the pamphlet: my 
gladness would, however, have 
been increased, if he had gone 
a little farther in saying, that no 
influence was used by any indi- 
vidual connected with the Bible 
Society to construct his positions, 
or to induce this breach of fra- 
ternal confidence. But what he 
has given I will use; and hope, 
that his advertisement will secure 
for him much sympathy in the 
heart of every one opposed to our 
distinguishing principles. He who 
betrays the confidence of his 
friends may well appeal to the 
compassion of a foe. Mr. Bur- 
gess will not prove, however, that 
my strictures were occasioned by 
“his advocacy of liberal senti- 
ments.” For this righteous act | 
blame him not; but I most af- 
fectionately submit to my brother 
Burgess, whether the faithless 
publication of a confidential do- 
cument deserves to be designated 
an ‘‘advocacy of liberal senti- 
ments?” J entreat him to con- 
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sider whether sucha violation of 
confidence does not require an 
apology before he can receive that 
confidence again? If such acts 
be approved by Christian minis- 
ters, what business can be con- 
ducted with safety? What holy 
interest of religion and piety can, 
by possibility, be secure ? 

If my dear brother feel the 
feeble and hasty strictures of 
last month so severely as to call 
them ‘‘ persecution,” how could 
he assail with so much acrimony 
the representatives of 289 churches 
at once? Have they not feelings 
as well as he? By which, of all 
the kind offices he has received 
from them, did they deserve this 
at his hands? I entreat my friend 
to withdraw these imputations. 
It will be for his credit and peace 
to do this. The Bible Society 
requires no such defence. Its 
wounds may soon be healed, if 
all parties will but adhere to 
truth, and cultivate Christian cha- 
rity in the discussion. Difference 
of views will then only give 
vivacity to friendly intercourse ; 
but, when combined with viola- 
tions of confidence, and unrigh- 
teous imputations on character, 
they lead to bitter and irreconcila- 
ble separation. 

I write these things with no 
wish to be severe, but with deep 
regret; and I sincerely hope, that 
this discussion may be speedily 
terminated in a more complete 
and affectionate co-operation of 
all parties than we have ever yet 
enjoyed. 

C. SToveEt. 


REPLY TO THE REV. C. STOVEL’S STRICTURES ON 
ELIHU. 


Sir, 

It is much to be lamented that, 
when differences arise among bre- 
thren, the law of Christian cha- 


rity should be so frequently trans- 
gressed. Controversy, though 
itself an evil, would be one of 
small magnitude were it not for 


i) 
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the spirit of rancour and bitter- 
ness it excites. Under such cir- 
cumstances ‘ grievous words ”’ 
are opposed to the temper of the 
gospel, and ought to be wholly 
inadmissible in religious discus- 
sions. Let candid and temperate 
arguments be enforced; and if 
reproof must be given, let Chris- 
tian charity be commissioned to 
administer it; otherwise, instead 
of proving ‘an excellent oil,” it 
will be but a hammer to break 
the head. 

The Rev. C. Stovel’s strictures 
on the pamphlet of Elihu sug- 
gested these reflections: It is 
painful to,see a leading minister 
of our denomination giving utter- 
ance to violent sarcasm, and even 
personal abuse. His remarks on 
Elihu’s motto, though ever so 
just, are irrelevant. The want of 
understanding, together with the 
artfulness displayed im the pam- 
phlet, are, even if proved, of 
little moment to the public; and 
whether Elihu be a principal or a 
tool is equally foreign to the 
point. The great question re- 


thanks of the denomination, if 
those columns of invective had 
been employed in pointing out to 
his: erring brother the fallacy of 
his reasonmgs and the weakness 
of his cause. 

But instead of this, Elihu is 
loaded with reproach and sus- 
picions; and, as if this were not 
enough, is threatened with a fur- 
ther punishment—if he do not 
manifest ‘* speedy repentance,” 


and make immediate recantation | 


—the disclosure of his real name 
to the frown of the denomination. 
Repent of what? Of having 
thought for himself, or of having 
published his opinions? Are 
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these things, then, become crimes 
among those very men who have 
so long contended for liberty of 
thought, and the right of express- 
ing it? So that no man must 
even anonymously presume to 
differ from his betters without 
being assailed for his temerity ; 
and told, while smarting under 
the lash of sarcastic abuse: “If 
this does not give you a bet- 
ter understanding, and produce 
speedy repentance,” you shall be 


| dragged from your concealment, 


and made a public example ! 


| Surely, this is taking high ground, 


and, without “ pretending to in- 
spiration,” assuming somewhat of 


| its authority. 


One more expression in Mr, 
Stovel’s letter appeats to me 
exceptionable. He talks more 
than once of a “ firebrand thrown 
into our temples by the adver- 
sary.” Whether he alludes to 
Elihu and his pamphlet, or to the 
Bible ‘Society and its decision, 
such dark insinuations aré wholly 
indefensible. Let us not attri- 


| bute to others malicious inten- 
gards the strength or weakness | 
of his arguments ; and Mr. Stovel | 
would have better deserved the 


tions without the strongest proof. 
If these suspicions be well founded, 
let facts be stated; but if not, in 
the name of Christian charity, 
let them be dropped; otherwise, 
that “experienced minister,” who 
is supposed to have made-a tool 
of Elihu, need look no further 
for our Christian spirit and bro- 
therly affection. 

The present position of our 
body is highly critical, The ques- 
tion of American slavery threat- 
ened us with a schism. The de- 
cision of the Bible Society must 
now, it seems, be another apple 
of discord. If, as has been re- 
peatedly insinuated, these seeds 
are sown by the enemies of our 
prosperity, our conduct should be 
regulated by the greater caution. 
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Will sarcasm and abuse heal, or 
foment, division? Human nature 
cannot but kindle at the applica- 
tion of such a torch; yet, let the 
devastation of the flame be attri- 
buted to him who flings the fite- 
brand on such combustible ma- 
terials. 

I meddle not with the question 
at issue between the Bible Society 
and the Baptist Union; yet, I 
may be permitted to express my 
opinion, that whenever the bap- 
tismal controversy is made a ques- 


tion of interpretation, the real 
strength of our cause is over- 
looked. We are not divided 
from other bodies of Christians 
merely by the signification of a 
Greek verb, or of a few Greek 
prepositions, The personality of 
religion is our tower of strength ; 
and here the most illiterate of our 
body can defend himself without 
the aid of a battalion of lexico- 
graphers, or a host of quotations 
from the Septuagint. 

Karra. 


ON DENOMINATIONAL INTERESTS. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Sir, 

If you will allow me a little 
space, I will venture to offer a 
few remarks for the considera- 
tion of the conductors of your 
very useful miscellany. I believe 
that the Baptist Magazine is now, 
to a greater extent than ever it 
was, the organ of the Baptist 
Denomination ; and I am anxious 
that it should become more and 
more so. The ability and temper 
with which it 1s conducted, give 
increasing satisfaction, I believe, 


to the ministers and members of 
our communion, and we. wish to. 


see its circulation yet more en- 
larged. 

That such a publication exerts 
a great influence upon the body 
which it represents, there can be 
no question; we see this in other 
Christian communities — among 
different classes of Episcopalians 
—among Independents—particu- 
larly Wesleyans. They take 
much pains to spread their Ma- 
gazine and their Hymn Book; 
and it is not easy to say how 
much their zeal in this respect 


has subserved the interests of that 
body of Christians. But, I ap- 
prehend there are many Baptist 
churches in which not a single 
number of the Magazine is taken. 
Could not some means be em- 
ployed with a view to extend its 
sale? I know that appeals have 
been occasionally made on this 
subject, but might not something 
more be done? I think, that if 
our ministers were to state the 
case from their pulpits, and if 
deacons and other influential 
members were to exert them- 
selves a little before the end of 
the year, its circulation would be 
considerably increased, especially 
among the youthful part of our 
friends. I beg, further, to suggest 
whether a direct appeal might 
not be made to the denomination, 
by means of a printed circular, 
or by an address stitched up with 
the December number? 1 think 
it cannot but be growingly evi- 
dent that the Baptists must take 
care of their own interests, and 
not ‘be supine, while other Chris- 
tian sects are vigorously bestir- 
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ring themselves. The treatment 
we have received from various 
quarters of late, must have con- 
vinced of this. Let us be but 
true to ourselves and our cause, 
and we need not fear even those 
subtle schemes which seem to be 
formed against us. 

This remark leads me to ano- 
ther point, [ mean the impor- 
tance of a more general active 
union in the Baptist body. 1 am 
glad to perceive that the desira- 
bleness of this is now ‘generally 
acknowledged, and I know that 
not a few ardently long for it. 
And while there is this desire 
among ministers and people for a 
closer union, I hope that the ill- 
concealed efforts of our enemies 
to divide us, will in the end 
knit us more firmly together. 
Mr. Stovel, in his ‘* Strictures on 
Elihu’s Pamphlet,” has given 
utterance to an opinion which 
I, in common with others, have 
long entertained, that the anti- 
baptists are by different methods 
seeking to “ divide us, in order to 
destroy our operations.” I trust 
we shall be awake to their designs. 

There is another thing which 
has frequently’ occurred to my 
mind when thinking howto promote 
the interests of our denomination. 
It is this, Whether a Baptist 
“ Book Room” might not be es- 
tablished, similar to that of the 
Methodists’, with great advantage. 
We seem to want a place where 
all publications issuing from our 
body, or which more __ parti- 
cularly concern its welfare, 
may be obtained. Such a place 
might be rendered a sort of head- 
quarters, to which various com- 
munications affecting the deno- 
mination might be sent, and from 
which information might be issued 
to the whole connexion. Among 
the Wesleyans, it is found, not 
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only to yield much pecuniary 
profit, but in divers ways to pro- 
mote the interests of that people. 
And why should it not among the 
Baptists ?. We who live in rural 
districts, and in places remote 
from the metropolis, feel the want 
of something of this kind ; a sort 
of depot for tracts, pamphlets, 
hymn-books, publications of a 
Missionary character, &c. &c. I 
merely throw out the hint: per- 
haps, if the thing is practicable 
and desirable, some of our Lon- 
don friends may make an attempt 
towards originating one ; it might 
also be a place for conducting 
general business connected with 
our section of the Christian world. 

Lest I should occupy too much 
room, I will at present submit 
only one thing more for the con- 
sideration of my brethren. It 
has been partly suggested by 
reading the work, ‘‘ Baptists in 
America.” I refer to the manner 
in which many of our local Soci- 
eties are conducted, the feeble 
support they obtain, and the con- 
sequent inefficiency that attends 
them. It appears that our Ameri- 
can brethren hold the anniversa- 
ries of their Societies'in connexion 
with their annual Conventions 
and Associations, by which ar- 
rangement much time and money 
is saved, which would otherwise 
be spent in repeated journeys, 
and frequent meetings ; also, more 
general interest is taken in the 
proceedings — more dispatch is 
observed—more money is raised 
—and much more good is done. | 
There is among us in Yorkshire, 
only one occasion in the year on 
which any considerable number 
of the Baptist body are brought 
together from different parts of 
the West Riding, and that is the 
Annual Association; when there 
is usually a large attendance, and 
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that consisting of what may be 
called the strength of the denomi- 
nation in these parts: yet there 
is scarcely anything like business 
transacted at that time. The 
friends meet—listen to a sermon or 
two—unite in acts of devotion— 
eat and drink together — shake 
hands, and go to their homes. 
That they are pleasant, and to 
a certain extent profitable, meet- 
ings, I have no doubt. But how 
much more efficient might they 
become! What a fine opportu- 
nity for diffusing information, re- 
plenishing funds, and calling into 
action the dormant energies of 
many, and yet itis lost ! Whereas 
if the business of itinerant, mis- 
sionary, and other local Institu- 
tions were conducted at that 
time, how many more persons 
would be made acquainted with 
the proceedings, feel greater inte- 
rest in their operations, and con- 
tribute more cheerfully to their 
funds ; and thus, insure a more 
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extensive co-operation among the 
members of churches. As things 
now are, owing partly to the 
number of Societies, the claims of 
trade, &c., we find it exceedingly 
difficult, in the West Riding, to 
procure an attendance sufficient 
to transact the business of some 
Societies in our localities. From 
this cause, and the apparent 
apathy of the denomination, many 
are disheartened. Besides, the 
support of these institutions, rest- 
ing chiefly on a few individuals, 
becomes in a sense burdensome, 
and gives just cause of com- 
plaint. We want more system ; 
and in order to that, we must have 
more union. I presume to give 
these hints for the consideration of 
my brethren. I wish to promote 
that cause which I believe is of 
God, and advance the welfare of 
the denomination to which I am 
warmly attached, and am, 
; Yours, &c. 

A YorksHIRE Baprist MINISTER. 


POETRY. 


A MISTAKE RECTIFIED. 


When life first dawns upon the mind, 
Its pleasing scenes allure, 
Nor think we that we soon shall find 
Their pleasantness no more. 
Youth thinks that he could ever dwell 
In scenes which he can love so well. 


But soon the cares of life begin 
Yo cloud the prospect o’er, 
In vain he looks around, within, 
For all he felt before. 
’Twould seem as if some fairy spell 
Had made him love this world so well. 


But there are scenes more bright and fair, 
Where no dark clouds arise— 
Man’s only resting-place is there, 
In yonder happy skies. 
The Christian loves those scenes so well, 
That there he would for ever dwell. 


528 


REVIEWS. 


—— 


The History of Protestant Nonconformity 
in England, from the Reformation under 
Henry VIII. By Tuomas Price. In 
two volumes. vol. i. pp. xii, 560.— 
London, William Ball, Aldine Cham- 
bers, Paternoster Row; and John 
Leifchild, Piccadilly. 1836. 


To many of our readers, the na- 
ture and design of this publication 
will require no explaining ; the cir- 
cumstances in which it originated 
are fresh in their remembrance. 
For the information of others, it 
may be proper to state, that the 
germ of it was a-series of lectures, 
which some months ago our excel- 
lent brother, the Rev. T. Price, was 
induced to deliver in his own chapel 
to a general audience. The de- 
servedly flattering reception which 
these lectures experienced at the 
time, together with the pressing 
solicitations of many whose opinion 
was entitled to deference, were a 
motive with the author to resolve 
on presenting the fruits of his in- 
quiries to the public in a form more 
extensively and permanently ser- 
viceable. The present volume is only 
a partial discharge of the responsibi- 
lities which he thus consented to 
undertake ; but we are encouraged 
to expect the remainder of the his- 
tory beforethe expiration of the year. 

On the original announcement of 
these lectures, we felt for a mo- 
ment disposed to regret that the 
valuable time and talents which 
they would engage, should not 
have been devoted to an eahibition 
and defence of the great PRINCI- 
PLES of Protestant Nonconformity, 
rather than to recording its PRO- 
Gress. A little reflection, however, 
sufficed to reconcile us to the wri- 
ter’s taste and judgment, in choosing 
the latter subject for his investiga- 
tions, and evento inducea sympathy 
in the preference. The perusal of 
the volume now on our table, has 
strengthened this sympathy, and 
convinced us that a faithful history 
of Protestant Nonconformity is its 
BEST DEFENCE. 


It is an observation of the cele- 
brated Aristotle, which is com- 
mended by Bacon, that “ the nature 
of every thing is best seen in its 
smallest portions.” 'The beautiful 
illustration of the remark which 
Bacon subjoins—“‘that the sin- 
gular property which magnetized 
iron possesses of turning to the 
north, was first discovered in needles 
of iron, not in bars’’—is probably 
present to the memories of more of 
our readers than the remark itself. 
If we mistake not, the distinction 
is as applicable to moral as ,to 
physical questions. We are not in 
the most favourable position for in- 
vestigating the merits of a contro- 
versy, when it has outlived the sur- 
prise excited by its first appearance. 
Asa cause or institution advancesto 
maturity, the interests with which 
it becomes interwoven so multiply, 
that it is no easy matter to disen- 
gage our conceptions of it, from 
extrinsic considerations. Unawares 
to ourselves, we identify the insti- 
tution itself with its accidental ap- 
pendages, or with the circumstances 
in which it exists : we contemplate 
principles through the medium of 
parties and persons. On this account 
if we would deal impartially and 
equitably by any system, whether 
of opinions or of practices, our 
wisest course will be to go back 
and examine it in its infantile deve- 
lopment. By this means only can we 
hope to behold it in its naked simpli- 
city, or be capable of estimating its 
true dimensions andimportance. If 
there be one request more than ano- 
ther which, as Dissenters, we would 
make of our conforming brethren 
in the Establishment, it is that they 
would thus acquaint themselves with 
the records of our history. It is not 
too much to say of many who sel- 
dom speak of us, or of our tenets, 
but in the language of detraction, 
that their hostility to us is as blind 
as it is acrimonious. Disliking all 
dissenters, they are unable to 
define what a dissenter is; they 
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understand neither our principles 
nor their own; but, like other 


zealots, find it more convenient to - 


dogmatise than to discuss. Now we 
should accept it as a sufficient guar- 
antee for their exercising towards us 
a larger measure of charity in fu- 
ture, if we could only persuade 
them to travel back to the origin of 
the controversy between us. Ifsuch 
a review failed of producing a con- 
currence in our scruples, certain we 
are it would produce a respect of 
them. The high-toned pretensions 
and sneering contempt manifested 
by modern ecclesiastics, can only 
pass for sufterable with those 
whose knowledge is limited by the 
present century. What more cus- 
tomary now with churchmen of all 
classes, than to represent all dis- 
sidents from the established order 
of worship, as a race of reckless 
infidels? And yet, by the unexcep- 
tionable testimony of documents,* 
it appears, that a mere majority of 
one, in a numerous convocation of 
churchmen themselves, decided the 
perpetuation of that order. The 
whole history, indeed, of the refor- 
mation of the English church ad- 
ministers a most severe rebuke to 
ecclesiastical haughtiness and in- 
tolerance. While the hand of 
providence is distinctly discernible 
in the securing and establishing 
that reformation in all its essential 
features, it is yet evident that 
the constitution of the English 
church, as it is now settled, was 
but ‘the accident of an acci- 
dent.” We commend to the care- 
ful study of all such friends of the 
Establishment as have not yet 
fully determined to see nothing but 
perfection in her, the facts relative 
to the early times of her history, 
detailed in this volume. Parts of 
her ritual and polity which many 
have eyed hitherto only with reve- 
rence, they will here perceive to 
have been as warmiy condemned 
within her pale as without it ; 
others will find the date of opinions, 
for which they have been accustomed 


* See p. 160. 
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toclaim the authority of an apostolic 
age, accurately fixed and determined 
to an English reign: and all will be 
compelled to acknowledge that it 
was no perverse captiousness of 
spirit which dictated the separation 
from the established communion, 
but the strong and invincible neces- 
sity of conscientious conviction. 

It is, however, mainly to noncon- 
formists themselves—the members 
of our own dissenting communities 
—that a history of Protestant Non- 
conformity makes its appeal. 
Bigots of the Establishment are not 
the only parties who stand in need 
of the lessonsit conveys. We wish we 
could believe that there were none 
among ourselves chargeable with a 
culpable ignorance of our principles, 
or who did injustice to the merits 
of our distinctive forms and usages. 
The increasing degree in which our 
churches are awaking to a recogni- 
tion of the peculiar duties of the 
present crisis, we rejoice to per- 
ceive and admit; still, we fear, an 
enlightened appreciation of the im- 
portance of a religion emancipated 
from the trammels of state control 
and patronage, is comparatively 
rare. Dissenters, in general, have 
yet to learn, FROM THEIR OWN 
ANNALS, the moral dignity of the 
attitude tt belongs to them to as- 
sume. There are two classes in par- 
ticular of our brethren, of whom 
we could almost feel inclined to 
exact a diligent study of these an- 
nals. The first class comprises the 
professed friends of peace and mo- 
deration ; those who are apparently 
content with the position dissent 
has already reached. To this rapid- 
ly decreasing, as we trust, portion 
of our body, every species of agita- 
tion appears an evil; they shrink 
from any active advocacy of their 
principles ; some of their brethren 
who have ventured publicly to ex- 
pose the unscriptural nature of an 
endowed hierarchy, they are ready 
to charge with want of charity ; 
they deprecate all strong expres- 
sions. The error into which the 
second class we have referred to, 
run, is rather that of an eacess than 
a deficiency of zeal. The danger 
to which they are liable, is that of 
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overlooking the important fact, that 
dissent is but a means to an end, 
and of mixing up thé animosity of 
political partizanship, with the zeal 
of religious profession. Now to the 
opposite tendencies of each of these 
classes, we cannot but think that 
the historical retrospect to which 
they are invited in the work before 
us, would form a salutary correc- 
tive. The latter class, in the detail 
of the lives and labours of the 
fathers of English nonconformity, 
could not fail to recognise the highly 
religious character of the struggle 
which they sustained ; that it was 
sacred truth for which they con- 
tended; the same examples would 
instruct the former class, that in 
working out the triumphs of that 
truth, there are higher considera- 
tions often requisite than those of 
the minor courtesies of life; that 
there is a time to break, as well as 
to keep, silence ; that those who are 
impressed with the conviction that 
the agencies around them, whether 
established or otherwise, are preg- 
nant with evil to multitudes, may 
feel it a solemn duty to speak out ; 
and that uncharitableness must 
ever reside, not in opinions, but in 
dispositions and spirit. 

It is a complaint we have often 
heard preferred against those com- 
posing our churches, that the histo- 
rical grounds of their secession 
from the Establishment, are points 
of which they remain wilfully igno- 
rant. For our honour, however, 
as dissenters, we would hope that 
this indifference is unjustly im- 
puted. We can conceive nothing 
more discreditable both to our right 
feeling and our taste. We are 
peaceably enjoying the religious in- 
heritance which our forefathers 
earned for us “with their sword and 
with their bow,”” and we care not to 
know who were our forefathers. 
We are content, at least, with gene- 
ral acknowledgments, and have no 
curiosity to know the particulars 
and amount of our obligations. It 
cannot be pretended that there is 
any want of varied incident in the 
narrative of their times, to excite 
and sustain attention. The History 
of Protestant Nonconformity in this 
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country, is full of instructive and 
touching incident. We recollect 
few chapters in the moral his- 
tory of man, which can boast of 
scenes or lessons more impressive. 
It is difficult to say, whether the 
exhilarating or the depressing emo- 
tions which it is calculated to 
awaken, are the most poignant. On 
the one hand, we perceive it to bea 
history of spiritual despotism which 
we are perusing ; on the other, we 
feel it to be equally a history of the 
progress of scriptural truth:—we 
would rather say of its preservation, 
for we deem it impossible to glance 
even cursorily over the pages of 
this volume, without perceiving 
that the divine Author of the Bible 
has taken the truth of it into his 
own custod y—without admiring the 
elastic vigour, so to speak, with 
which he has endued it in the 
minds of his servants—without con- 
fessing the provision he has made 
for its immortality. In the homely 
language of one of the most distin- 
guished of the nonconformists, 
“The more the truth of God is 
laden, the straighter it standeth ; 
the more it is kept under, the more 
it enforceth itself to rise, and will 
undoubtedly get up, how great 
soever the stone be which is laid 
upon it.” Or, to accommodate to it 
the lines of the Roman lyrist : 


Merses profundo, pulchrior evenit 
—Per damna, per ceedes, ab ipso 
Ducit opes, animumque ferro. 


The present volume brings down 
the history of the nonconformists 
to the decease of the first James, 
commencing with the reign of 
Henry VIII. It is difficult 
to speak in too flattering terms 
of the manner in which Mr. Price 
has executed this part of his 
undertaking. It is sufficient to 
say, that he has produced a work 
worthy both of the subject and the 
cause. We can assure our readers, 
that they will find the present no 
perfunctory performance, a mere 
retailing of the sentences and para- 
graphs of former historiaus: it is, 
on the contrary, evidently based on 
an extensive investigation of origi- 
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nal authorities, and those the best. 
We make no doubt that it will 
henceforward take its place in our 
libraries with works of permanentre- 
ference and use. The style is such as 
well tocomport with the nature of the 
narrative ; terse, perspicuous, and 
manly. The dignity of history is 
not lowered by hackneyed epithets 
of exaggeration, nor its moral value 
impaired by controversial asperi- 
ties. The work is quite free from 
any tinge of sectarianism. In the 
manner of narrating, a happy 
medium is preserved between the 
nakedness of mere chronicles, and 
that disposition to comment on 
events which loads every page with 
needless reflections. The reader of 
taste will feel indebted to Mr. Price 
for the valuable quotations from the 
authors of the day, with which he 
has enriched portions of the history 
— many of which deserved to be 
ranked among the “‘ loci classici’”’ of 
our literature. The limits to which 
our observations have already ex- 
tended, will forbid our making any 
extended extracts. The following 
spirited letter, bearing date, Feb. 2, 
1574, will be read with pleasure, as 
showing how well the true princi- 
ples of liberty were beginning even 
then to be understood. The writer 
was a Mr. Robert Johnson, Domes- 
tic Chaplain to the Lord-keeper 
Bacon, and it was addressed to 
Sandys, the then Bishop of London, 
on occasion of his having suspended 
the writer for nonconformity from 
the exercise of his ministry. 

I will be bold, (he says), to utter 
my grief, which I have conceived for 
you, in that you are, aS 1t were, an in- 
strument to persecute the lambs of 
Christ. Not without cause do I say 
persecute, for you know that persecutors 
be not all of one sort—some being of 
the body, and some being of the mind ; 
some of the goods and some of the good 
name: all which, though it be no bloody 
persecution, yet is both great and dan- 
gerous. I say it is great, for if a man 
lose and spend his goods, it is some- 
what; if he forego his liberty, it 1s 
more ; if his good name and estimation 
be blemished, it is greater: but to be 
grieved in mind, and disquieted in con- 
science, is the greatest of all, and so 
great, that the most bloody and perse- 
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cuting papists cannot hurt a Christian 
more, Therefore, take heed, lest that 
you get the name of persecutors. Let 
not worldly policy prevail more than 
true divinity. Let not man cause you 
to do that which God forbiddeth. Let 
not the commission draw you further 
than God’s word will suffer. Let not 
your honour here on earth cause you to 
do that which is against the honour of 
God in heaven, You say you are our 
chief pastor, we desire some food; you are 
our doctor, we desire to be taught. This 
way is best for us to be won, and for 
you to use. Laws and authorities of 
men must not outface the laws and autho- 
tities of God. Popish logic of slanders 
and imprisonment will not prevail. The 
syllogisms of the Fleet, and enthymema 
of the Gatehouse, an induction of New-~ 
gate, and example of the King’s Bench, 
will not serve. They hold neither mood 
nor figure. All the fallacies of logic 
and sophistry will notnor cannot darken 
the truth. Wherefore, chop nor change 
no more with the word of God, but 
speak it and preach it in sincerity, as 
in the sight of Ged—pp. 272—274. 


As harmonizing with the spirit of 
the above extract, we subjoin the 
following passage from the speech 
of a bishop, whose name (Dr. Rudd) 
belongs to a somewhat later era. It 
was delivered ona debate which 
was held May 23, 1604, in convoca- 
tion respecting the cross in baptism, 
and is admirable both for its own 
merits, and as affording a rare in- 
stance of episcopal candour and li- 
berality of feeling. The bishop 
commences by affirming the anti- 


| quity of the ceremony, and express- 


ing his own conviction that all su- 
perstition was excluded from the 
Church of England, and then pro- 
Coeds 


Likewise, I wish, that if the king’s 
highness shall persist in imposing of it, 
all would submit themselves to it, as 
we do, rather than forego their ministry 
in that behalf. But I greatly fear, by 
the report which I hear, that very many 
learned preachers, whose consciences 
are not in our custody, nor to be disposed 
of at our devotion, will not easily be 
drawn thereunto; of which numbers, if 
any shall come in my walk, I desire to 
be furnished beforehand by those that be 
present with sufficient reasons to satisfy 
them, if it be possible, concerning some 
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points which have been presently de- 
livered. 

Concerning these preachers 
mentioned, I suppose that if, upon the 
urging them to absolute prescription 
and use of the ceremonies and attire 
prescribed, they should stand out stiff, 
and choose rather to forego their livings 
and the exercise of their ministry, 
though I do not justify their doings 
therein, yet surely their service would 
be missed at such time as need shall re- 
quire us and them to give the right hand 
of fellowship one to the other, and to go 
arm in arm against the common adver- 
sary. In which case of want of their 
joint labours with ours, there might arise 
cause of some such doleful complaint as 
fell out upon an accident of another na- 
ture in the Book of Judges, where it is 
said, “For the divisions of Reuben 
were great thoughts of heart.”’ 

Likewise, consider who must be the 
executioners of their deprivation, even 
we ourselves, the bishops, against whom 
there will be a great clamour of them, 
and their dependents, and many others 
who are well affected towards them; 
whereby our persons shall be in hazard 
to be brought into great dislike, if not 
into extreme hatred ; whereof, what in- 
conveniences may ensue, I leave to your 
wisdoms to be considered. 

Also, remember that when the Ben- 
jamites (though for their just deserts in 
maintaining a bad cause) were all de- 
stroyed, saving 800, and the men of 
Israel sware in their fury that none of 
them would give his daughter to the 
Benjamites to wife, that when their hot 
blood was cool, they lamented and said, 
“ There is one tribe cut off from Israel this 
day,” and they used all their wits to the 
uttermost of their policy, to restore that 
tribe. 

In like sort, if these our brethren 
aforesaid, shall be deprived of their 
places for the matter premised, I think 
we shall find cause to lend our wits to 
the uttermost extent of our skill, to pro- 
vide some cure of souls for them where 
they may exercise their talents.—pp. 
AT77—479. 


One of the most pleasing features 
in the religious history of those 
times, is the alacrity which the lay 
members of congregations dis- 
covered to identify themselves with 
their suffering pastors. The follow- 
ing is the language of a petition 
presented from the city of London 
to Parliament, about the year 1578, 


last 
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and is valuable, as illustrating the 
unhappy effects of such a restrictive 
ecclesiastical policy as that de- 
nounced in the preceding extract. 


There are, in this city, say the pe- 
titioners, a great number of churches, 
but the one half of them, at the least, 
are utterly unfurnished of preaching 
ministers. The other half, partly by 
means of nonresidents, which are very 
many, partly through the poverty of 
many meanly qualified, there is scarce 
the tenth man to be found that maketh 
any conscience carefully to wait upon 
his charge, whereby the Lord’s sabbath 
is often wholly neglected, and for the 
most part miserably mangled. As sheep 
going astray without a shepherd, we 
humbly, on our knees, beseech this ho- 
nourable assembly, in the bowels and 
blood of Jesus Christ, to become humble 
suitors unto her majesty, that we may 
have guides as hungry men, that the 
bread of life may be brought home unto 
us, that the sower may come into the 
fallow-ground, that the pipes of water 
may be brought into our assemblies that 
there may be food and refreshing for us, 
our poor wives, and forlorn children. 
So shall the Lord have his due honour, 
you shall discharge a good duty to her 


majesty, many languishing souls shall be 


comforted, atheism and heresy banished, 
her majesty have more faithful subjects, 
and you more hearty prayers for your 
prosperity in this life, and full happiness 


in the life to come, through Jesus Christ 


our alone Saviour.—pp. 308, 309, 


We must here take our leave, for 
the present, of this very interesting 
volume: when the remaining por- 
tion of the work comes before us, 
we shall have a better opportunity 
of noticing in detail its contents ; 
till then, we must defer all attempts 
even to sketch the progress of 
English Protestant Nonconformity,. 


The Christian Legacy, Peace in Life, 
Death, and Eternity. By the Rey. 
James Hough, A. M.—Seeley and 
Burnside, 12mo. pp. 278. 


This volume consists in fifteen 
discourses; one object is kept in 
view through the whole, and pur- 
sued with benevolent care. The 
author desires to lead his reader 
into, the enjoyment of that peace 
which nothing can give but the 
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riches of divine grace; and yet to 
avoid those ruinous errors into 
which some men plunge, when they 
place the doctrines of mercy in op- 
position to those of common sense 
and justice. Our blessed Redeemer’s 
legacy is peace, and Mr. Hough has 
endeavoured to guide us into its en- 
joyment. The following passage, 
taken from his first discourse, will 
exhibit both the doctrinal senti- 
ments and style of the author: with 
this, therefore, we recommend it to 
public notice. 


Instead of waiting patiently for his 
resurrection from the grave, to restore 
all things, and to send down the pro- 
mised Spirit from above, they (the disci- 
ples) were all filled with dismay when 
he was crucified, and all their hopes 
seemed to be buried in his tomb. His 
rebuke, then, after his resurrection was 
deserved: ‘O fools, and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken ! ought not Christ to have suf- 
fered these things, and to enter into his 
glory ?” 

And were they only deserving of re- 
buke for unbelief? Are not Christians 
still, in this respect, too much like them ? 
Why is it that we enjoy so little of that 
peace which the Lord’s promise was in- 
tended to impart? Just because we are 
slow of heart to believe all that he hath 
spoken. Too many, with a morbid sen- 
sibility, are swift to believe whatever 
is written or said to discourage them ; 
while they put away, as not belonging 
to them, the words of peace which Jesus 
Christ spoke expressly for their consola- 
tion. Christians forget that this is the 
inheritance which the Lord has be- 
queathed to them. Why will they not 
receive it? Perhaps they feel that they 
cannot. It is their desire to compose 
their fears in their Redeemer’s love ; 
but a bard heart, a wounded conscience, 
the malignity of Satan, will not let them 
rest. They feel like a poor man who 
hears that an estate has been left him by 
a departed friend, but that his title to itis 
disputed by one who possesses a claim 
which no will can set aside. His sus- 
pense, and ultimately his — disap- 
pointment, give ten-fold poignancy 
to the miseries of poverty. So, when 
the Christian fears that he shall 
never enjoy peace in Christ, he can- 
not but think that he could have been less 
wretched than he is, if he had never heard 
of his bequest. But consider, the cases are 
not quite parallel. When Jesus be- 
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queathed peace to his disciples, he en- 
gaged to be his own executor, and to put 
them in possession of the boon. My 
peace I give unto you.” His will is 
power ; his promise is the pledge of its 
execution, No being in hell or earth 
has a right to dispute, or ability to defeat 
it. ‘He hath mercy on whom he will 
have mercy,” &c. 

Forget uot, beloved brethren, to hold 
fast that hope which emanates from the 
belief that your peace ismade with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Satan 
is ever busy to rob us of our liberty in 
the gospel, and to bring us again under 
the yoke of bondage. Heed not his 
malicious and crafty suggestions. Watch 
and pray against the fears of unbelief. 
When assaulted by this enemy of your 
souls, remember that it is written, 
«‘ Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God’s elect? itis God that justifieth. 
Who is he that condemneth 2? it is Christ 
that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is ever at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us.” 


Christian Discretion, or the Principles of 
Divine Wisdom practically applied. 
—Tract Society. pp. 160. 


On this most important subject, 
the little volume before us contains 
many very useful hints. Never 
before since the fall of man was 
there greater necessity for its gene- 
ral and diffusive investigation. So- 
ciety is everywhere driven forward, 
by worldly competition, with so 
much violence, that the resources of 
our nature are tried to the uttermost. 
Menare thus forced into emergencies 
which often reconcile them to a 
supposed necessity for resigning 
Christian principle, as though it 
were too feeble for the crisis of their 
affairs. Worldly policy finds its 
way into the church, while Chris- 
tian discretion receives not the con- 
fidence and respect which are due to 
it. 

A discreet Christian will be dis- 
tinguished in this state of affairs by 
a constant and practical remem- 
brance, that obedience to God ma- 
nifested in Christ, is his greatest 
wisdom ; for divine law is nothing 
more than the application of infi- 
nite wisdom .to human affairs, and 
the observance of this law secures 
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the assistance and benediction of 
almighty power and goodness. 

The treatise here announced con- 
tains eight chapters, one being de- 
voted to ‘ The Pursuit of Salvation 
—The Worship of God—The 
Profession of Religion—The Study 
of Scripture—The Estimation of 
Character—The Utterance of Opin- 
ions—The Business of the World 
—and to the Right Use of Leisure,” 
severally. Much good may be ex- 
pected from its perusal; but there 
seemsa deficiency in the discrimi- 
nation and statement of principles. 
Christian discretion ought, to have 
beenmore clearlydistinguished from 
worldly prudence or expediency ; 
and the peaceful stability which is 
imparted to human affairs by simple 
obedience to divine law, might have 
been stated with greater precision, 
and more forcibly. 


The Faithful Servant.—Tract Society. 
pp. 312. 


Servitude, is often regarded by 
the young, with a most unreasonable 
abhorrence, out of which spring 
many evils. One reason for this 
may be found, in the peculiar dis- 
advantages of their station which 
servants always see and feel; but 
another and much more powerful 
cause prevails, when they neither 
know their own peculiar privileges, 
nor the way toimprove them. The 
work before us is well adapted to 
assist a youthful mind when labour- 
ing under these difficulties; and 
nothing is more important than the 
recovery of our peasantry from the 
foolish lingering after visionary 
independence, which too frequently 

-fills them with discontent, and 
plunges them in sin. The number 
of young women that are ruined by 
these errors is incalculable; and 
when the case is not so fatal, it 
renders existence little more than 
protracted misery. If servants were 
but wise enough to see it, they 
would know, that they have more 
real importance in society than any 
other class. With the freedom en- 
joyed in England, a servant who 
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studies to improve himself, and ad- 
heres to the principles of piety and 
virtue, may always know that his 
comfort, support, and advancement, 
are more certain than that of his 
employers, although they may not 
be so flattering. The most noble 
minded and independent benefactor 
of a large town in Leicestershire, 
was for many years the servant of 
a firm, by which he was trusted and 
esteemed. His spare time was 
occupied in __ self-improvement. 
When he had saved a little money 
he left his situation: and living on 
the interest of his savings, he de- 
voted his time to the improvement 
of others. The church, the schools, 
the societies, had his valuable aid ; 
and by his vigorous perseverance 
a public library, philosophical in- 
stitution, and museum, have been 
founded in the town which has been 
honoured so long by his splendid 
virtues. 


Remarks on the Regulation of Rail-way 
Travelling on Sundays. Addressed to the 
Directors and Proprietors of the London 
and Birmingham Rail-way. By A 
Rail-way Director.—Hamilton and 
Co., London. 8vo. pp. 52. 


A sensible statement of a most 
important case. The author, with- 
out in any way objecting to the 
divine right by which men may 
claim the indulgence of the sabbath, 
proves that it is a great national 
advantage ; that its neglect leads 
to an infinity of evil and ruin; that 
individuals who resign the privilege, 
do so at the expense of health and 
reputation ; and that the prohibition 
of Sunday travelling would be an 
advantage to the rail-way com- 
panies. He rests his proof of the 
last fact on the hypothesis, that if 
the rail-roads were closed on Sun- 
days, a greater number would tra- 
vel through the week; and, conse- 
quently, that the proceeds of six 
days would be so much greater, 
while the additional expenditure of 
seven days would more than absorb 
the additional income. For the 
detail, we refer our readers to the 
pamphlet, which is well worthy of 
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wide circulation. But, whatever the 
profit, the obligation ought to be 
most seriously observed, and we 
cannot but hope that the proprietors 
and managers of the London steam 
packets, will, if for nothing else, at 
least for their own credit, consider 
by what means they are aceumu- 
lating their gains. The scenes that 
every Lord’s-day occur, on board 
these floating nuisances, are most 
repulsive to humanity. When men 
in heathen lands hold slaves, or any 
other kind of property which in- 
volves the degradation of our 
common species, we send out mis- 
sionaries to convert them from the 
error of their ways: but in England, 
we seem privileged to do any thing, 
and to gain by any means; for, 
persons connected with various re- 
ligious societies, worship God, and 
solemnly unite in prayer for a bless- 
ing on their families and worldly 
occupations, whilst their property is 
employed, at the very hour of 
sabbath worship, in open ale 
houses, gin shops, Sunday steamers, 
and brothels. 


“« Hoe fonte derivata clades 
In patriam populumque fluxit.” 


Fisher’s Views. 
80. 


Series the First. 4to. pp. 


The authors of these views, as well 
as the publishers, merit the highest 
regard from all who are interested 
in the application of arts to the ad- 
vancement and diffusion of Christian 
knowledge. By the publication 
they have issued, at so reasonable a 


price, those who could not visit the 
east, and therefore know nothing 
from observation, may nevertheless 
become familiar with the great cha- 
racteristics of Syria and the Holy 
Land. One proof that the views ap- 
proximate to reality, is afforded by 
the fact, that when presented to the 
eye they call to our minds irresist- 
ibly the best descriptions taken by 
travellers on the spot, and recorded 
in their journals. In some instances 
the place might be thus known 
without any title. We hope that 
the merit of the work will be sus- 
tained as it proceeds, and receive 
from the religious public a most 
liberal support. 


The Monitory Mirror. Exhibiting the 
Marks, Causes, and Consequences of 
Indifference in Religion, and also the 
Means of Restoration to Consistency. 
—Tract Society. 18mo. pp. 160. 


We regret that our space will not 
allow of any extended analysis of 
this very interesting and useful 
book. It is written with great sim- 
plicity and force. Examples are 
introduced to exhibit each case with 
so much dexterity, as to render 
every precept in a manner visible to 
the eye. Amongst the formal at- 
tendants at the house of God, it is 
adapted to become a very powerful 
auxiliary to pastoral exertions ; and, 
there are few of our churches which 
would not be greatly benefitted by 
a general and prayerful stady of its 
pages. We hope that the Spirit of 
all grace will render it a very great 
blessing to many souls. 


BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The Millennium; Inciuding the Bind- 
ing of Satan, the First Resurrection, and 
the Reign of Christ on earth; a Sermon 
preached before the Conference at Liverpool, 
May 22, 1836, and published at thew re- 
quest. By Abraham Scott. pp. 23. 
Groombridge. —Every unprejudiced read - 
er of this clear, judicious, and scrip- 


tural discourse, will feel that the en- 
lightened author has brought him under 
no inconsiderable obligation, by the con- 
vincing arguments he has employedupon 
a most interesting and important subject, 
in relation to which, unhappily, so many 
have “darkened counsel by words with- 
out knowledge.” This cheap and lumi- 
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nous sermon is fully entitled to what we 
have no doubt it will attain,—a very ex- 
tensive circulation, - 

The Book for the Lord’s-day ; for Schools 
and Families ; Illustrated with Anecdotes 
and many Wood-cuts. By Bourne Hall 
Draper. pp. 182. Darton.—The cha- 
yacter of the esteemed author of this 
small but excellent publication, is 
already too well known as the warm, 
pious, and intelligent friend of the rising 
generation, to make it necessary for us 
to do more, in the present instance, than 
state our persuasion, that his well- 
earned reputation will experievce no di- 
minution by this additional effort to in- 
form and impress his juvenile readers, 
which we cannot but express our most 
earnest wish may be very many, and that 
they may derive all the advantage the 
benevolent writer is so laudably anxious 
they should obtain. 

A Tribute to the Memory of the Apos- 
tles, and an Exhibition of the First Chris- 
tian Churches. By Henry Grew, Pastor 
of a Church in Hartford, America. pp. 
83. Wightman.—We can readily admit 
that this tract is well intended, and that 
many of its pages may be perused with 
advantage ; but some of its positions have 
neither the support of Scripture, nor the 
sanction of practical wisdom. 

The Errors of Irvingism Exposed ; or 
Modern Popery Unmasked. By Benjamin 
Shilling ford, who was formerly connected 
with that Sect, and a Member of the 
Church in Newman Street. Second Edi- 
tion, with Considerable Additions. pp. 28. 
Palmer.—The statements of any person 
concerning a community from which he 
has seceded, should certainly be re- 
ceived with caution ; as he may be un- 
der some temptation to give a colouring 
to facts which may present its members in 
caricature, Itis, doubtless, by a remnant 
of the beautiful vest of Truth, gracefully 
thrown around, and in some measure 
concealing the distortions of, this portion 
of sectarianism, that its freaks and 
fancies have been sustained so long; but 
from the moment that this scanty and 
reluctant covering becomes unavailable, 
the doom of this heterogeneous system 
is sealed, and its speedy dissolution in- 
evitable, 


The Interpreter; a Summary View of 


the Revelation of St. John, founded 
chiefly on the Rev. H. Gauntlett’s Expo- 
sition of that Book. By the Rev. Thomas 
Jones, of Creuton. pp. 64. Seeley —In 
this respectable publication, the reader 
will find a brief interpretation of that 
most mysterious section of revealed 
truth,—the Apocalypse, substantially 
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agreeing with the most sober and judici- 
ous expositors who have written on this 
difficult part of the New Testament. 
We consider it to be well calculated to 
assist a very numerous class of persons, 
whose opportunities will not permit the 
examination of more extended and 
elaborate performances. 

The Clergy at variance with the Com- 
mon Prayer-Book ; Proved in a Corre- 
spondence between a Clergyman of the Epis- 
copal Church, and a Dissenting Minister. 
pp. 11. Wightman.—That the publica- 
tion of this correspondence should have 
been deemed desirable, is scarcely less 
surprising, than that a clergyman should 
have so forgotten himself as to make 
such a step appear to the author to be 
indispensable. 

1. Report of the Committee for furnishing 
the Coast Guard with Libraries of Reli- 
gious Books, &c., &c. pp. 16. 

2. “ What have I to do with Sailors?” 
By Thomas Timpson. pp. 36. Ward.— 
These pamphlets are benevolently de- 
signed, and are well adapted to interest 
the feelings of the community, in the 
moral welfare of our seamen, and others 
similarly circumstanced; and we sin- 
cerely hope that they may promote an 
object so truly desirable. 

The Act for Marriages in England, 
Simplified and Explained with Notes. By 
a Barrister. pp.54. Westley.—The new 
Marriage Act, though not inall respects 
what might be wished, is no inconside- 
rable concession in favour of civil and re- 
ligious liberty. The work, before us is 
well entitled to the attention of our rea- 
ders, as explaining the difficult, and sim- 
plifying the complicated. The act comes 
into operation on the first of March, 
1837, and on various accounts it is very 
desirable that its provisions should be 
known and understood. 

Emily ; or Recollections of a Wayward 
Child. By L. L. Seeley and Sons. pp. 
36.—This very well written little book 
contains a most important lesson to 
youth, which is presented in a way that 
must render it influential. No family 
ought to be without it. 

The Happy Family ; or Talents well em- 
ployed. By M. H. D. Seeley and Sons. 
pp. 60.—We cordially recommend this 
interesting little work, as being well 
adapted to advance the cultivation of a 
well directed charity in youthful minds. 

Goodwin's Christian Theologu, Selected 
by S. Dunn. pp. 453. Tegg and Son.— 
Goodwin, as a Christian and a divine, 
is worthy of greatcredit. In the early part 
of his life, he was decidedly Calvinistic ; 
but afterwards he adopted the doctrine 
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of general redemption. His works are 
very numerous; and this volume con- 
tains a compendium of those views 
which he published on the Arminian 
side. In this character itis worthy of no- 
tice ; for though we may not agree with 
the author in sentiment, we cannot help 
admiring the Christian charity, learning, 
skill, and excellent method of using 
Scripture with which his positions are 
defended. 

The Youth’s Guide to Sacred History ; 
a Catechism on the New Testament Scrip- 
tures. Ward and Co. 18mo. pp. 36. 

The Youth’s Guide to Sacred History ; 
a Catechism on the Old TestamentScriptures. 
Ward and Co. 18mo. pp. 36. 

First Principles of Saving Knowledge ; a 
Catechism for the Use of Families and 
Schools, Ward and Co. 18mo. pp. 36. 

An Address to the Young People of the 
Congregations assembling at the Tabernacle 
and Tottenham Court Chapels, London. 
18mo. pp. 18. : 

Theology for Youth ; a Catechism on 
the Doctrines, Experience, Morals, and 
Dispensations of Christianity. Ward and 
Co. 18mo. pp. 108.—In these five 
useful little works, Mr. Campbell has 
shown an earnest desire to lead the 
youthful mind into a saving acquaintance 
with divine truth. His strict adherence 
to Scripture, as the only authoritative 
proof of sacred doctrine, is adapted to 
improve the habits of thought which pre- 
vail in Christian families and congrega- 
tions. They leave much to be attained 
in this department; but, if they pro- 
duce a healthful desire for increased in- 
formation, this, perhaps, is all that can 
be expected from such efforts. No ar- 
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rangement of questions and answers can 
meet the infinite variety of cases which 
occur in the detail of domestic and 
pastoralinstruction. The supply of each 
day’s necessity, must be met by a 
thoughtful study of the individual minds 
which are presented tothe teacher; and 
acertain Socratic skill is necessary to 
detect and guide the current of thought, 
as it happens to flow at the very moment 
of actual study. 

The Young Christian’s Pocket Book ; 
or Counsels, Comforts, and Cautions, con- 
veyed in Short Striking Sentences. Tract 
Society. 

The Penny Almanack for 1837. 

The Sheet Almanack, for 1837. 

The Christian Almanack for 1837.— 
These works, issued by the ‘t'ract Society 
at their depository, Paternoster Row, 
contain, besides ordinary and important 
information on business, daily texts as 
helps to devotion and communion with 
God. 

A Treatise Concerning Religious Affec- 
tions. By President Edwards.18mo. pp. 500. 
Tract Society.—This valuable work is too 
well known to require our commendations. 
The Society has issued it in a very con- 
venient form, and at a very reasonable 
price. 

The English Bible; with Portraits of 
Wickliff, and Coverdale. Ward and Co. 
—An interesting little present, greatly 
adapted to assist the young in forming a 
proper estimate of their great privilege 
in possessing a free and extensive use of 
the sacred Scriptures. 

Sinclair’s Letters; with a Memoir by 
Legh Richmond. Tract Society.—A very 
interesting and useful little work, 
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MRS. ANN PINKERTON. 


Mrs. Ann Pinkerton, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Page, of Stallistield, 
near Charing, in Kent, was born at 
that place, 25th of July, 1779; and was 
married to Mr. Pinkerton, June 25, 1806. 
With her previous life the writer has but 
few means of becoming acquainted ; it 
however presented two prominent fea- 
tures, a steady and warm attachment to 
public worship, blended with an unremit- 
ted and affectionate concern for her family, 
who in their turn appear to feel deeply 
sensible of the benefits of a mother’s 
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tender care. Mothers truly ‘can do 
great things ;” seldom have | witnessed 
this sentiment carried out so far as in the 
easy and pleasing manner in which she 
exercised the parental authority, and in 
the prompt and cheerful obedience it 
produced in each branch of the family. 
It does not appear that Mrs. Pinker- 
ton became a member of any distinct 
body of professing Christians, which is 
to be regretted; but this did not arise 
from a want of fixed principle, so much 


as a want of a permanent place of abode, 
4A 
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Mr. Pinkerton’s engagements chiefly 
consisting in the formation of railways, 
canals, and other public works. She 
sometimes remarked, ‘‘ Mine is a sol- 
dier’s life ;” and it is pretty clear that 
harassing removals from ‘place to place, 
connected with a conscientious discharge 
of domestic duties, and the unavoidable 
difficulties attendant upon a numerous 
family, became too powerful for her de- 
licate constitution, The immediate 
cause of her last illness and death was 
asevere cold, previously taken, and con- 
firmed by her removal from London to 
Wolston, on which occasion the weather 
was peculiarly unfavourable ; but of this 
event she spoke with the greatest satis- 
faction, as being the means of leading 
her to those sweet consolations the gos- 
pel affords to the believing sinner on a 
dying bed. A few weeks previous to her 
death, I received a respectful invitation 
to visit Mrs. Pinkerton, who was then 
very ill, and who was then to me a 
stranger, she not having been many 
weeks in the village, and had not been 
able to attend public worship. I instantly 
complied with the invitation, and on enter- 
ing the room, felt that I was within the 
territory of death, who had evidently 
marked the victim forhis own. After 
the usual family salutations, I, for a mo- 
ment, surveyed the emaciated counte- 
nance of my now departed friend, and 
thought I could perceive strong indica- 
tions of inward.calmness and tranquillity, 
not always met with in similar cases, 
which, after inquiries, 1 found to be the 
case, Sheentered upon arapid survey of 
her past life, placing peculiar emphasis 
upon her mercies, her trials, and her sins, 
and this in no common-place or ordinary 
manner, entirely free from any expres- 
sions of fulsome adulations, fallacious 
hopes, or self-righteous leaven. Her 
chastened and enlightened mind, being 
prepared for the reception of gospel 
consolation, and finding myself free from 
that awkward embarrassment often pro- 
duced by an ignorant and servile com~ 
pliance with allthat is advanced, I di- 
rected her to the Saviour, whose blood 
cleanseth from all sin, pointing out the 
fulness, freeness, and boundless extent 
of his love, assuring her that it was per- 
manent and everlasting, as he hath said 
“‘T will never leave thee,” &c. This 
touched the harmonious string of her 
soul, and was as life from the dead ; she 
was enabled to lay hold of the hope 
which is an anchor to the soul; and from 
that time, like the impotent man at Beth- 
esda’s pool, she lay with waiting expec- 
tation for the Angel of the covenant to 
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convey her into the all healing waters 
of eternal life and love ; so that in all my 
subsequent visits I found her reiterating 
with pleasing emotions, ‘ He will never 
leave me,” &c. On my first visit, I read 
part of Heb. xii., expatiating as I pro- 
ceeded, upon what I conceived to be the 
meaning of the Holy Ghost; to each 
sentence she responded in the most em- 
phatic manner, as expressive of her own 
experience. This exercise, connected 
with prayer, produced a settled peace of 
mind, which never after for a moment 
left her. Indeed, the various portions 
of Scripture, read at different visits, 
yielded her much delight; Psal, xxi. 9, 
“Cast me not off in old age, forsake 
me not when my strength declineth,” 
was very much upon her lips, and yield- 
ed her strong support. On inquiring as 
to the ground of her hope, she replied, 
“Oh, ’tis on Christ alone, I have no 
other !” Then” I replied, ‘‘ that must be 
right, because ‘there is no other name, 
given under heaven, or amongst men, 
whereby we can be sayed.’” Being then 
reminded of the helpless and worthless 
character of sinners, as described in 
Rev. ili. 18, 19, and yet that Christ re- 
ceives such, &c.; withenergy shereplied, 
“That is just the way I come to 
Christ.” It was then replied, “ Him 
that so cometh, he will in nowise 
cast out.” At onetime, referring to the 
weak state to which the affliction had 
reduced her frame, she held up her 
withered arm ; being reminded that this 
was one of those consequences of sin, 
which even the all-powerful efficacy of 
Christ’s atonement did not remove, ‘‘for, 
though Christ be in you, the body indeed 
is dead because of sin, but the spirit is 
life because of righteousness ;” and that 
“« Christ shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glo- 
rious body ;” and being also pointed to 
the animating language of Job, ‘* I know 
that my Redeemer liveth,” &c., she fel- 
much cheered and delighted. On another 
visit, she referred to the parable of 
Dives, to show how utterly insufficient 
are worldly wealth and splendour, to pret 
pare the soul for eternity, &c., it was re- 
plied, “Yes, 


‘The softest couch that nature knows, 
Can give the conscience no repose.’ 


But, 


‘ Jesus can make a dying bed, 
Feel soft as downy pillows are.’ ”” 


With energy she exclaimed, ‘Yes! yes! 
he can! he can!” Being asked, if she 
had any distressing doubts or fears re- 
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specting the safety of her state before 
God, she replied, 


““One word of his supporting breath, 
Drives all my fears away.” 


A day or two before she died, she sum- 
moned all her family around her dying 
bed about midnight, that she might take 
a last farewell. Her address was very 
affecting; the ardent manner in which 
she entreated them, among other impor- 
tant things, (till she had obtained a pro- 
mise from them,) regularly to attend the 
preaching of the gospel, has not yet, 
and it is hoped never will be forgotten. 
At this interview, she requested they 
would sing her favourite psalm, 23, Dr. 
Watts, 


*«« My Shepherd will supply my need, 
Jehovah is his name,” &c, 


in which she joined with a strength and 
melody of voice they had never before 
witnessed, and which it is presumed they 
will never forget. It has seldom been 
my lot to witness the same degree of 
fervour and energy with which she 
united in every act of devotion, and re- 
sponded to every distinct petition. If 
sincerity and ardour, blended with 
faith in Christ in lifting up the heart to 
God, can meet with acceptance before 
him, her prayer is heard, and she is 
‘accepted in the Beloved,” and is now 
a glorified spirit before the throne of 
God. With respect to worldly conver- 
sation she said, “(It annoys me—it is 
heavy—I cannot bear it—it throws me 
into fever—I have done with the world.” 
I replied, “You wish to hear of him who 
has loved you, and washed you from 
your sins in his own blood.” ‘Yes! 
Yes! that’s it! nothing else! nothing 
else!” Thus she continued, in this truly 
calm and peaceful frame, day after day ; 
no repining word, no complaint either of 
the length or severity of the affliction, 
was heard to escape her; no restless 
peevishness or pettishness of temper was 
displayed ; unmoved, she felt her earthly 
ties burst one by one, meanwhile, her 
happy spirit gradually soaring towards 
its native shores, 


« Her mind was tranquil and serene, 
No terror in her looks was seen, 

Her Saviour’s smiles aispelled the gloom, 
And smoothed her passage to the tomb.” 


This hasty sketch of the close of this 
happy Christian’s life, brings us to the 
last momentous struggle, and the eter- 
nal victory. About 4 o'clock in the 
morning of July 20, I received a 
message, “Mrs. Pinkerton was much 


539 


worse, and wished to see me.” Tf in- 
stantly obeyed the summons, and in 
walking the few steps which led to this 
house of mourning, I thought, “ Her 
Lord is come, and caileth for her. I 
am going to witness how a Christian 
dies. Oh, let me mark the perfect, and 
behold the upright, for surely their end 
is peace. May I live the life of the 
righteous, and my last end be like theirs!” 
Softly and almost imperceptibly I enter- 
ed this chamber of death, where the 
Christian was about to meet her fate. 
All was breathless silence ; tears choked 
the utterance, and the deeply afflicted 
family had taken their stations around 
the dying bed, watching with indescri- 
bable anxiety, every look of the eye, 
and every motion of the hand of their 
departing relative, all eager to administer 
their quota to her comfort ; seeing it in 
vain to ask for continuance of life, we 
broke the awful silence by falling on our 
knees, and commending her spirit into 
the hands of God. In this last act of 
devotion, to my astonishment, she joined 
with her usual fervour, with amind calm 
and unruffled as the beautiful and peace- 
ful morning ; she responded, and added 
her hearty amen to each petition. After 
this, death seemed determined to de- 
prive us of all. further intercourse ; 
with double fury he fastened his talons 
upon her feebler frame, her soul un- 
touched, when she exclaimed, ‘ This is 
hard work. What must Ido?’ It was 
replied, “ You have nothing to do but 
throw yourself upon the arms of Jesus, 
and the struggle will soon be over, and 
you willin a few minutes shout the vic- 
tory through the blood of the cross, and 
be adisembodied spirit before the throne 
of God and the Lamb.” After this, she 
spoke no more, except in a short whis- 
per, ‘‘Lord Jesus.” A solemn gloom 
seized us all; we felt as if reverence was 
due to the king of terrors, in whose im- 
mediate presence we now stood; we 
conversed with each other in the softest 
whispers, feeling afraid to disturb our 
dying friend, whom now, ‘‘a thousand 
thunders could not alarm.” At length, 
about a quarter past 5 o’clock in the 
morning of the day above stated, with a 
smile of inexpressible sweetness, she 
quietly and unperceived sunk into her 
eternal rest. Although every eye was 
fixed upon the interesting object, the 
precise moment of her departure could 
not be ascertained, 
« Fainter and fainter still she grew, 
Until she breathed her last. 


Her soul was gone before we knew 
The stroke of death was past.” 
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An attempt was made on the follow- 
ing Sunday evening, to improve the event 
at Wolston Chapel, to ber mourning re- 
latives, and a deeply affected auditory, 
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from Psal. exvi. 15, “ Precious in the 

sight of the Lord is the death of his 

saints.” Grorck Jonzs, 
Wolston, near Coventry, 
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FOREIGN. 


CLAIMS OF CANADA. 
(To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine.) 


Sir, 

Permit me, through the medium of 
your periodical, to solicit once more the 
attention of our brethren to the spiritual 
state of Canada. The want of religious 
instruction there is very great, and calls 
for prompt and increased exertion. 

The population of the colony amounts 
to about one million; half of whom are 
Roman Catholies, using the French lan- 
guage ; the other half, Protestants, and 
using the English language. They are 
scattered over a country extending 1000 
miles in length, and 300 in breadth. In 
the short period of seven years upwards 
of 200,000 people have emigrated from 
this country to Canada; nor does the 
spirit of emigration at all abate: within 
the space of six weeks last spring not 
less than 17,000 people from Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland landed at Quebec. This 
constant increase of population renders 
our destitution still greater and greater. 
Besides, the circumstance of their 
spreading over an extensive surface of 
country increases the difficulty of afford- 
ing religious instruction tenfold, and 
requires a corresponding augmentation 
of agency, Nor is this all; the difficulty 
above mentioned is unspeakably aggra- 
vated by the state of our roads, for in 
fact, the king’s highway is often ren- 
dered impassuble; the state of the 
sectional roads may be easily inferred, 
but upon this subject I must not enlarge. 
On the spiritual destitution, let two or 
three facts place it in an instructive 
light. 

There are townships containing from 
1000 to 3000 inhabitants without any 
regular gospel ministrations. The peo- 
ple do not hear a sermon in some places 
for half a year; in others, for a whole 
year ; and I know, at least of two places, 
where they had been without any re- 
ligious service for five years. But a 
different order of things I hope will 
speedily obtain ; Christians of different 


denominations are turning their attention 
to this neglected colony. The time to 
favour Zion there I hope will soon 
come; the aspects of Providence are 
very marked ; let me point out a few : 

1. There exists at present a remarkable 
spirit for hearing. It may pass away ; 
it certainly will if not promptly met - 
formerly it did not prevail; now it 
does. It must be fostered, that it may 
issue in the conversion of precious 
souls. For instance, persons whom we 
could by ro kind of persuasion duce 
to attend the preaching of the gospel 
are now, by an unseen power, brought 
under spiritual concern, come to our 
meetings of their own accord, and are 
blessed. We have often of late said : 
“What hath God wrought!” 

In the winter time when the snow is 
on the ground, so that they can easily 
travel from one settlement to another, 
the people come thirty or forty miles to 
attend our meetings. Their anxiety 
about salvation becomes so intense that 
we are obliged to protract our services 
for days ; and on such occasions we have 
to preach three or four sermons in suc- 
cession. On one occasion I dismissed the 
congregation by pronouncing the bless- 
ing four times ; in other words, I had to 
preach four sermons before I could 
satisfy the insatiable spirit of hearing ; 
and one of my brethren had to do the 
same no less than six times before they 
would leave the place. This is surely of 
the Lord! May we have wisdom to gather 
fruit unto eternal life! ‘Say ye not, 
there are four months, and then cometh 
harvest; the fields are white already to 
harvest.” Will not our brethren help 
us to reap them? 

2. As might be expected, where such 
a spirit of hearing prevails, the people 
show great readiness to support mis- 
slonary operations. They have little 
money, but cheerfully contribute such 
things as they have. Said one of them 
with beseeching earnestness, “Only let 
good men come, and we will show them 
all the kindness in our power.” Said 
another, putting into a missionary’s hand 
2s. 9d.; “Sir, I should be glad to do 
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more, but it is all the money I have. 
I wish you to take this, and apply it 
where you think it will do the most 
good.” Their deep poverty abounds to 
the riches of their liberality, With such 
@ spirit abroad, it is obvious that much 
good can be done at little pecuniary 
cost. Hence, our missionaries. can be 
supported in such settlements, gon an 
average, at the small sum of £16 per 
annum. Brethren of the father-land, 
will you not help your expatriated 
friends and relatives ? 

5. Another hopeful sign of the times 
in Canada is, the number of youth 
recently turned to God; many of them 
young men of promising talent, deep 
piety, and fervent zeal; athirst for 
knowledge; inured to hardship; and 
to whom even Canada, with all its 
difficulties, has its charms. Had 
a seminary been established some 
years ago, we could not have found 
suitable men to enjoy its benefit. God 
has now given us the men; we want 
the institution and partial support. 
We propose the education of twenty 
students, and to aid in the support of 
ten missionaries, with a sum not ex- 
ceeding £700 per annum. Will not 
our brethren in Britain help us in 
this undertaking, at once so economical, 
and tending so directly to relieve the 
spiritual destitution of their own re- 
latives and friends now settled in a 
foreign land? This appeal is made to 
those whose bosoms have so often re- 
sponded to the call of distress. It will 
not be made in vain; it has not been 
made in vain. Besides the responses 
already yielded in Scotland and other 
places, our friends in London have 
deeply sympathized with us, and formed 
a Society to aid in this important work. 

This prompt attention to our appeal we 
consider another token for good, that the 
time to favour Canada is come; and, if 
this opportunity be neglected, serious 
consequences may ensue. Whatever is 
done, must be done quickly ; else, fa- 
cilities now afforded will pass away ; 
and a much greater amount of labour 
will be required to accomplish the same 
amount of good. ‘The cry of ‘‘ Come 
over and help us,” may sink into indif- 
ference, or be hushed in the silence of 
death ; and the herald of salvation, in- 
stead of being cheered by the prospect 
of Christian greeting, may have to bend 
his lonely steps through the forest to 
meet the enmity of the human heart in 
all its unsoftened rancour. 

Tam, Sir, yours truly, 
Joun GILMonrE. 


54h 


Tn pursuance of this object a meeting 
was held in the City of London Tavern, 
on Tuesday the 15th instant ; Joseph 
Fletcher, Esq., in the chair ; when the 
following resolutions were proposed and 
unanimously adopted :— 

Moved by Dr. Cox, seconded by 
W. B. Gurney, Esq.— 

I. That this Meeting, viewing the 
present circumstances of the Canadas 
with reference to the means of religious 
instruction, and the extensive openings 
which those colonies present for evan- 
gelical labours, consider it highly de- 
sirable that a Society should be formed 
for the purpose of. aiding missionary 
operations in that country,in connexion 
with the Baptist denomination. 

Moved by Rey. J. J. Davies, se- 
conded by Rev. C, Stovel— 

II. That the name of the Society 
shall be, The Baptist Canadian Mis- 
sionary Society. And that the -follow- 
ing shall be the plan and constitution 
thereof : 

That the object of the Society shall 
be, the moral and religious cultivation 
of the Canadas, by aiding the establish- 
ment and support of a Collegiate Insti- 
tution for the education of pious young 
men for the Christian ministry, and the 
employment of missionaries in those 
provinces, and such other means as may 
be deemed suitable. 

That all persons subscribing one 
guinea per annum, donors of ten gui- 
neas and upwards, and ministers making 
annual’ collections on behalf of the So- 
ciety, be considered as members there- 


That the business of the Society shall 
be conducted by a Treasurer, Secre- 
taries, and a Committee of twenty mem- 
bers; with power to add to their num- 
ber; and that five shall constitute a 
quorum. 

That a General Meeting of the So- 
ciety shall be annually held ; at which 
the Committee and Officers shall be 
chosen for the year ensuing, the Au- 
ditors of accounts appointed, and any 
other business pertaining to the Society 
transacted. 

That the operations of the Society in 
Canada shall be managed by a Com- 
mittee, to be chosen by the subscribers 
in that country. 

Moved by Rev. John Dyer, se- 
conded by Rev. Mr. Roe— 

III. That the following gentlemen be 
the Officers of the Society for the year 
ensuing : 

TREASURER :— 


John Try, Esq. 
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SECRETARIES :-— 

The Rev. Eliel Davis, 

Mr. Harwood. 
ComMItTrEE :— 

Rev. Dr. Cox, 

W. H. Murch, 
Samuel Green, 
— C. Stovel, 
George Pritchard, 
——— Jobn Dyer, 
—— Edward Steane, 
John Edwards, 
Joseph Davis, 
Messrs. M, G. Jones, 
Fletcher, 
SN, Smiths 
Bickham, 
Cartwright, 
Blackmore, 
John Low, 
—— Collard, 
Bennett, 
——— J. Gurney. 

And that until the Committee, which 
is to be chosen by the subscribers in 
Canada, be formed, the Committee of 
this Society shall correspond with 

Rey. John Gilmore, 
Newton Bosworth, 
John Edwards, Sen, 
Mr. Milne, of Montreal, 
— Wenham, of Brockville, 
— Jobn Thompson, Sen., of La 
Prairie. 

Donations and subscriptions were 

made as follows: 


Don. Ann. Suds. 


Lay eer. eee 2 

John Try, Esq......... 100 0 0,20 0 0 
J. Fletcher, Esq....... 100 0 0 5 5 0 
W. B. Gurney, Esq.... 50 0 0] 1010 0 
Joseph Gurney, Esq. .. 30 0 0] 3 3 0 
Samuel Collard, Esq... 5 0 O 
Walter Blackmore, Esq. 10 0 0] 2 2 0 
Josiah Roberts, Esq..... 5 0 0 
Jos. U. Harwood, Esq.. 5 0 0 lero 
Thos, Gurney, Esq..... 30 0 0 33 0 
W. T. Beeby, Esq. .... 10 0 °0 2.2% a | 
S. Marshall, Esq. ...... 5 6.0 ) ae) ea: 
T. Pewtress, Esq. ...... § 5° 0 
Rey. W. H. Murch,... 5 0 0 1 ¥ieo 
Mr. John Penny..,..., 2 2 © T)idoud 
Mr. R. Cartwright...... Zwas 8 Oe PA) 
Mr. Job Heath ........  ) 1 pai ae) 
Mr. Geo. Deane ...... 5 0 0 yO al 
Rey. John Dyer ...e00, 2 1 0 110 
Rey. B. Steane jc.0cs+ bee) 0 Lady O 
Mr. John Danford.... 2 2 0 T ok, 0 
Mr. Jos. Warmington. 2 2 0 d ee ou |) 
GP Gres eT. eee ase 5 00 
Rev. John Edwards, in 

ADRS cc aisascaials he +. 10 0 0 lek 0 
W.L. Smith, Esq. .... 10 0 0 Ty et lett) 
J, Haddon, in books... 5 0 0 ee ea) 
J. Hanson, Esq.. 10 0 0 ie) 
Mr. Mursell, Len 0 
Mr. Merret... 2 DLO 1.0. 0 
G; Kitson, Esq... .:.. 3 3° 6 Np Pate 
J. Walkden, Esq....... 5 0) 0 to 0 
Mr. Freeman Roe,..... 1 0 0 10 0 
M. G. Jones, sq... .. 10 0 Of 110 


Religious Intelligence. 


John Bousfield, Esq. .. 1010 0 | A a 
A: Brien a poses oped Bald! 0 
John J. Fletcher, Esq... 1 1 0 toca 
Collection at the public 

MOCINE 2. .errssces 12 © 6 
Mr. A. Saunders .,.... 22 0 } the 
Church Street, Black- 

friars, for the support 

of a Missionary ..... 14600 


Donations and subscriptions received 
by J. Fry, Esq., Treasurer, 7, Park-place, 
Gadbine an Grove; Rev. Eliel Davis, 
Secretary, 136, Princes Road, Kenning- 
ton Cross; and Rey. John Dyer, Fen- 
Court. 

The Rev. Joseph Davis, 18, Hatfield 
Street, Blackfriar’s Road, will take 
charge of donations of books. 


° APPRENTICESHIP SYSTEM. 


The Anti-Slavery Reporter for July 
1836, presents a clear and very favour- 
able account of the apprenticeship sys- 
tem, as its working was manifested up 
to the close of the above date. Facts of 
importance are collected from twenty co- 
lonies ; but the flattering view of affairs 
which it unfolds, will scarcely be found to 
last. Other sources of information prove, 
that in Jamaica at least, where there are 
about 320,000 apprentices, society is in 
a very precarious state. Deprived of 
that sympathy which, when they bore 
the name of slaves, they obtained from 
so many English breasts, our suffering 
fellow-men have to endure hardships as 
dreadful as any that attended their sla- 
very; whilst their prospect is scarcely 
less gloomy than that which hung over 
their future destinies before the late ex- 
penditure of £20,000,000 procured a 
new denomination for their misery. 
Respecting their present state, the facts 
which follow are collected from recent 
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1. ‘I doconsider it (the Apprentice 
system) a most accursed system, and so 
defective as to allow the grossest in- 
justice and oppression. The oppressions 
going on are gross, harassing, and innu- 
merable.” Iam sorry to add, I think 
weekly increasing, 

2, This opinion of one too well able 
to form an opinion, may be substantiated 
by the following list of aggrievances 
which are suffered by the Apprentices. 

1. The disallowance of stipulated 
supplies of food. 

2. The refusal of medical aid ° to 
children who are born free. 

3. The depriving mothers of time to 
attend their infant offspring. 

4. The sending of mothers to the 
treadwheel, for being absent a quarter 
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of an hour, to attend—say suckle—her 
infant. 

5. Compelling the Apprentices to 
work eight hours per diem for five days, 
instead of nine hours per diem for four 
days and a half. 

6. The stipendiary administration of 
justice is most shamefully corrupt, so 
“that the Apprentice has little or no 
chance of redress. ; 

7. The Apprentices are unjustly de- 
prived of those days given them b 
law for the provision of food for their 
families, 


By these and other means the fearful 
elements of future trouble are rapidly 
combining. The sufferer is made to 
groan beneath his bondage ; injustice 
becomes legalized by sham trials; and 
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the oppressor is preparing to perpetuate 
his folly and sin, 

It is pleasing to hear the Anti-Slavery 
Society has sent out a deputation to in- 
spect the Islands, and collect facts that 
may be laid before Parliament. We 
wish them success in the name of the 
Lord. But we must not be deceived 
into too great a reliance on government 
measures. Almost the only thing that 
our law can do for themis, to acknow- 
ledge and protect their right to personal 
libertyand property inland, But before 
this will be done, we must cease to com- 
bine the condemnation of slavery as a 
sin with its toleration in our churches, 
and the reception of compensation, 
Moral means are more effective than 
physical; but these, to be effective, 
must be consistent. 


SCOTLAND. 


It is very desirable that the object of the following letter should be placed in a 
more practical form ; few things can be more important for Scotland, 


To ruse Baprisrs, OF WHATEVER Party, 
LIVING IN SCOTLAND, ESPECIALLY THE 
WEALTHY MEMBERS OF THAT DENOMI- 
NATION. 

Curistran Frrenps—Permit one who 
has been a member of the denomination 
for many years, to address you on a 
matter of vital importance to the in- 
terests of religion generally, and yourown 
body in particular. An attentive survey 
of events for the last quarter of a cen- 
tury, will show that a lively interest in 
your principles has been excited, and 
that in spite of circumstances of the 
mest discouraging and untoward charac- 
ter. Few men of powerful talents have 
appeared to advocate your cause. Here 
and there some have been raised up by 
fortuitous events, burning and shining 
lights, whose influence has been felt far 
and near ; but the body has put forth no 
efforts to perpetuate the existence of a 
race of men fitted to meet the enlighten- 
ment of the age, or to advance the domi- 
nion of truth and righteousness in the 
earth. When such have come forth, we 
have been content to admire their lustre, 
not to perpetuate it—to walk in their 
light, not to feed it. Whatever progress 
has been made, is owing more to the na- 
tive and unaided power of trath, than to 
the weight of oral instruction extensively 
diffused. Moreover, there have been 
jarrings and contentions, divisions and 
separations, while the endlessly diver- 
sified shades of party colour playing in 
our horizon have afforded amusement to 
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some, and poignant grief to many more. 
Nevertheless, the principle itself, by 
which we are distinguished from others, 
has been progressing. At this moment 
it has the cordial approbation of multi- 
tudes—hesides those who actually pro- 
fess to hold it—of judicious and pious 
individuals who have not. openly de- 
clared in its favour, And why, let me 
ask, why do they not avouch their be- 
lief—or, having done so, retire within 
the pale of other denominations, and are 
heard of no more? For the same rea- 
son that many of our churches are 
either stationary, or dying out altogether 
—namely, want of a talented ministry to 
edify and instruct them ! 

If the numerical strength of the 
denomination be estimated at four times 
what it was twenty-five years ago, not- 
withstanding the unpropitious state of 
our affairs, what might it not have 
reached under a succession of educated, 
faithful, and devoted ministers ? 

However individuals may{ flatter 
themselves with dreams of future suc- 
cess under the system which is now 
pursued—of trusting to casualties for a 
supply of labourers—the matter is too 
plain to be controverted, that the intel- 
ligence of the age calls for superior 
attainments in public instructors, and 
that any scheme of church government 
which refuses to acknowledge the power 
of this influence must shortly be left to 
be swallowed up in that oblivion to 
which it merits to be consigned. Unless 
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our people act upon this fact—for a fact 
it is, which none but the blind will 
attempt to dispute—we shall be left 
immeasurably behind all other denomi- 
nations in this country, and in full pos- 
session of the exclusiveness we have 
coveted—a handful of disciples meeting 
by themselves, unknown in society, and 
useless beyond the contracted circle of 
our own acquaintanceship. 

Let us not deceive ourselves; the 
respected ministers who are yet among 
us are advanced in life; some of them 
not distant from its close; and the 
writer has occasion to know that several 
of them have been heard to say, that 
they knew not to what quarter to look 
for supply in prospect of their own 
removal ; nay, that they are not without 
fears that their’ respective churches 
would, in that event, become extinct! 
And is it for us, in these deeply painful 
circumstances, to look on and do no- 
thing ? to hope it may be otherwise? to 
trust that the Head of the Church will 
raise up instruments—as the phrase is 
—while we ourselves do nothing effec- 
tively, under his direction and assist- 
ance, fo save the cause we love from 
contemptible weakness, or absolute ruin? 

Shall I be told by any that education, 
preparatory to the work of the ministry, 
is unnecessary, if not pernicious? Of 
such I would inquire, why haye they 
always selected educated men, when 
they could be found in the church, in 
preference to others? If it be a good 
thing to have, it must be good also to che- 
rish it ; if it be judicious to appoint the 
intelligent and the learned to office, it 
cannot be less so to advance learning 
and intelligence. But while I throw 
out these hints for the benefit of one 
class, I will not go farther into the 
subject; it is for another class that I 
write, even for them whose minds have 
been extricated from the absurdities of 
a justly exploded system, but who have 
failed from other causes to supply its 
place with any thing better. 

To you, then, whom Divine Provi- 
dence has blessed with substance, above 
all with hearts enlarged by generous 
sentiments, and glowing with holy love; 
to you who would rejoice to see better 
days than have yet dawned upoa our 
churches in Scotland, and who wait 
with anxiety for a fitting opportunity to 
do a service for your own people ; to you 
I turn, not without hope, I confess, that 
you will at last arise to put forth a noble 
effort to roll away our reproach,to “ build 
up that part of the wall which is opposite 
your own house ;” to confer, under God 
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Almighty, a boon upon posterity, where 
by your memory shall be blessed, and 
your very names tecome embalmed in 
the bosoms of thousands, as benefactors 
of the world, and pillars in the church 
of the living God. 

1. Let a few public-spirited indi- 
viduals. unite to draw out the plan of 
an Institution, to be established in the 
city of Edinburgh, over which one of 
the three Ministers there shall be re- 
spectfully invited to preside. 

2. Open the Academy with four Stu- 
dents, whose board and education will 
be covered by from £200 to £300 per 
annum. 

3. Let the Students, as a sine qua non, 
be admitted to the benefit of the classes 
in the University, receiving, all the 
while, lectures in Divinity and Church 
Government from their own Tutor. 

4. Let a brother Minister of talent 
and acceptance be appointed to visit 
the Churches in England, to collect 
funds, towards placing the Institution 
on a permanent footing. 

5. Let the wealthier members of the 
body at home come forward simulta- 
neously with generous offers of assist- 
ance, to encourage the undertaking at 
the outset. And, 

Finally, Let such of us as have aught 
to leave behind us affix codicils to our 
wills, bequeathing of our property to 
the ‘‘ Baptist Academical Institution,” 
formed, or about to be formed, at Edin- 
burgh, for supplying the Churches in 
Scotland with efficient teachers. 

If such steps as these be taken, by 
even a small band of prudent and zeal- 
ous men, and prosecuted with perse- 
vering ardour, the churches will soon 
see their interest in the attempt, and 
will not be slow to bless the individuals 
who move in a work of such disin- 
terestedness and profit to the community 
atlarge. It is not necessary that a single 
day should be lost in one church wait- 
ing upon another, nor that it should be 
made a church affair at all. Only leta 
few spirited individuals come forward 
with specific offers of assistance to set 
the Institution agoing, and the thing is 
done, ‘The writer has reason to know 
that there are gentlemen ready to act 
upon this suggestion, and he would 
employ all his efforts to stir up many 
more to adopt a like resolution. 

There is no channel by which you 
can confer an equal amount of good 
upon that section of the universal 
church to which you belong, none by 
which remote generations can be blessed 
equal to this, and none whereby glory 
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to God may be more continuously pro- 
moted. He who is the instrument of 
saving one soul from death, has kindled, 
on an imperishable altar, a flame which 
shall ascend to the Deity for ever and 
ever; what, then, shall be said of the 
sequences of a plan which is calculated 
to secure for unborn generations the 
means of eternal salvation? Who can 
calculate the amount of blessedness 
springing from such an enterprise, or 
even imagine the interminable scenes of 
glory and felicity to which, in the order 
of means, it may give rise? Is money 
to be withheld by those who possess it, 
when the cry of imploring thousands 
falls upon our ear, asking to be delivered 
from destruction? Can or dare we build 
up every man his own house, and fill it 
with all desirable treasures, while the 
house of God lies waste? Or is the 
land of our fathers’ sepulchres to be 
left destitute of the means of grace—in 
so far as we are concerned—while our 
money flows in every direction to benefit 
distant lands ? 

A deputation from the Baptists in 
Canada, who recently visited this coun- 
try, collected, within a few days, more 
than £200, chiefly among ourselves, 
for educating ministers for that field of 
labour ; and who will say that it was 
not a praiseworthy object? yet one far- 
thing has not been raised for the same 
object at home! How is this, dear 
friends? Do preachers, among the rude 
inhabitants of the forest, stand in greater 
need of cultivated minds than those 
who address a well-educated people in 
the mother country? Serampore is as- 
sisted to cultivate India; and Bristol, 
and Bradford, and Stepney, to water all 
England; and Montreal is to be put in 
condition to bless the Canadians; your 
money is forthcoming for all these pur- 
poses, and many more—all of them most 
legitimate objects of Christian philan- 
thropy ;—but your own land, your own 
children, and your own churches, suffer 
neglect and hasten to decay; verily, we 
have kept the vineyard of others, but 
our own vineyard have we not kept. 
And yet could half-a-dozen individuals 
of spirit and enterprise, each con- 
tributing fifty pounds, originate an 
Institution to bless our country; but no 
ene steps forward to proffer his assist- 
ance ! 

Many of us are old—are about to quit 
the militant church on earth, for the 
assembly of the skies—what then have 
we done, or what can we do for this 
church before we leave it for ever? or 
how shall we give account of our 
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stewardship, if, after all the blessedness 
we have professed to receive in it, we 
take no steps to perpetuate and enlarge 
the same order of means to our suc- 
cessors? Can we employ the Psalmist’s 
language honestly, ‘I will seek thy 
good,” or can we, with confidence and 
hope, plead the accomplishment of the 
Redeemer’s promise, ‘‘ to give gifts to 
men,” when no effort is put forth, on 
eur part, to obtain, to stir up, to culti- 
vate, and sustain them? 

And now, dear friends, let none of us 
shift the responsibility from us; all of 
us are guilty of a mournful dereliction 
of duty to ourselves, our families, our 
church, our country, and our God ; some 
more from the influence they possess, 
some less, but all in their measure. Let 
us acknowledge our sin of omission, 
and every one set his heart toward the 
house of God. ‘Who is there among 
you of all his people? His God be with 
him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
and build the house of the Lord God of 
Israel.” Especially let ‘the chief of 
the fathers ”—whose spirit may ‘ God 
raise up to build the house of the Lord 
which is in Jerusalem !”—let them come 
forward speedily, and may a hallowed 
impulse be given to the whole body, 
from its centre to the remotest ex- 
tremities, waking us up to energetic 
measures, in giving to the Buptist 
Churches in Scotland an EDUCATED as well 
as a pious and holy Ministry. 


September 26, 1836. Soorus. 


SCOTCH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
Dear Sir, 

By a combination of circumstances 
which I need not particularize, I have 
been prevented, till now, from sending 

ou an account of the second meeting of 
the Scottish Baptist Association. This 
I deeply regret, as from various quarters 
I am given to understand, that many 
persons, both in England and in Scot- 
land, who hailed with delight the form- 
ing of the Association, have felt conside- 
rably disappointed, by not beinginformed 
of its subsequent proceedings. ‘To pre- 
vent complete disappointment, and to 
give all the satisfaction possible, I now, 
though late, send you the following par- 
ticulars, which are, indeed, a mere copy 
of the minutes, as published with the 
circular letter, with the exception of the 
resolutions on Slavery, which I have not 
thought it necessary to transcribe. 

Minutes, &c. of the Scottish Baptist 
Association, held at Perth, on Wednes- 
day, the 27th July, 1836. i 

4 1 
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According to previous arrangement, 
met at 7 a.m. for prayer ; when bro- 
ther Innes, of Edinburgh ; Aikenhead, of 
Kirkaldy ; J. Arthur, of Kinghorn ; and 
Morrison, of Campbell Town, engaged. 
Met again at 11 a.m. Brother Paterson, 
of Glasgow, commenced with prayer, 
and brother Thomson, of Greenock, 
preached from John iii. 30, and conclud- 
ed with prayer. Assembled again at 3 
p.m. for business, After prayer by 
brother A. Arthur, the Secretary’s Re- 
port, and the letters from the churches 
were read. It was then (and by ad- 
journment to other meetings) unani- 
mously resolved : 

I, That the Churches in Kirkaldy, 
Kinghorn, and Dumfermline, according 
to their request, be received into this 
Association. 

Il. That, as the present Meeting af- 
fords a favourable opportunity for 
giving expression to the sentiments of 
Baptists in Scotland, in reference to 
American Slavery, brethren D. Thom- 
son, A. Arthur, and A. Greig, be re- 
quested to draw up resolutions on the 
subject. Resolutions were accordingly 
drawn up and adopted, strongly con- 
demning the unchristian and horrid sys- 
tem, and declaring the impropriety of 
haying any religious connexion with 
professed believers, until they had 
entirely and for ever abandoned it. 

III, That in accordance with the 
recommendation of the church in Gran- 
town, it appears highly desirable, that 
one or more of our ministering brethren, 
who can spare time, and bear their own 
expenses, should visit the churches in 
the Highlands; and that brother J. 
Arthur, in company with brother J. 
M’Ewen, be requested to undertake this 
work of faith and labour of love. 

IV. That, as those churches which 
have paid most attention to Sabbath- 
school instruction, appear, generally, to 
be most prospered, it be recommended 
to the churches of this Association, to 
take into serious consideration, this 
interesting department of labour, with a 
view to their being more fully engaged 
in it than heretofore. 

V. That the subject of the next circu- 
lar letter be on ‘The Work of the 
Spirit in the Conversion of Sinners,” and 
that brother Aikenhead, assisted by 
brother A. Arthur, be requested to draw 
it up. 

VI. That the next meeting of Associ- 
ciation be held at Kirkaldy on the 
second Wednesday of August, 1837; 
That brother Paterson, of Glasgow, 
preach on the occasion ; and, in case of 
failure, brother Thomson, of Perth, 
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VII. That the Secretary be requested 
to continue his services for another year. 

Re-assembled in the evening at 7 
o’clock. Brother Innes introduced the 
services ; brother Watson preached 
from Ephes. v. 1—6 ; and after the con- 
eregation was dismissed, the remaining 
business of the Association was con- 
cluded. 

Thus ended the engagements of a day, 
in which a large portion of pure and ele- 
vated happiness was experienced by the 
assembled brethren ; and itis confidently 
expected, from what was felt by those 
who were present, that the Association 
will hereafter exercise a highly salu- 
tary and beneficial influence on the Bap- 
tist denomination in this country. Many 
persons were present from other churches 
not yet in association; and, from what 
they saw and felt, there is much reason 
to conclude, that several other churches 
will unite against another year. I am 
sorry, however, that owing to their un- 
acquaintance with the usual mode of 
procedure, some of the associated 
churches omitted to give all the informa- 
tion respecting their numbers, &c. &c. 
which was desirable. The consequence 


| is, that I cannot exactly specify the 


increase during the past year. As far 
however, as they have given information, 
I am happy to say, that in ten of the 
associated churches, one hundred and 
seven persons have been added by bap- 
tism, 

Things are, on the whole, looking well 
with the Baptists in Scotland at this 
time; and if they will now only be at 
peace among themselves, and cultivate 
the spirit of mutual forbearance which 
has happily begun to show itself, there 
can be no question respecting the cer- 
tainty of their increase and prosperity. 
Above all, I wish from my heart, that 
both friends and foes may now let the 
Association alone, that it may have a 
fair trial, and stand or fall as it may be 
found to deserve. The time has gone by 
for forcing any thing upon churches; 
and I entreat, Mr, Editor, that you 
will suffer nothing to enter your pages, 
respecting the Association in particu- 
lar, or the denomination at large, in 
which any harshness of expression is 
found. Scotus is my brother, in a 
double sense, and I highly esteem and 
love him; but if he does not mind, 
I shall, in behalf of the Association, be 
obliged to exclaim, “Save me from my: 
friends !” 

J remain, Dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
Rost. THomson. 

Perth, Oct. 17, 1836. 


Religious Intelligence. 


LIST OF BAPTIST CHURCHES IN SCOTLAND. 


a S ..8x 
oa ne 4 
ICE aS « 3/88] Association to 
f CHURCHES, on PASTORS, | © & |'g | which attached. 
sf asies 
8 A is 
ABERDEEN Aberdeen, Ist Ch, 
Aberdeen, 2nd Ch. 
ARGYLE Inch 4 : : Campbell 30 
Campbell Town 5 Sey 40 | Scottish, 
Lochilphead . 5 * ; i‘ 40 
Oban 4 . : : 40 
AYR < Irvine, Ist Ch. 5 
Irvine, 2ud Ch, a + |G. Barclay . 100 
Saltcoats ‘ . 5 + | — Blair 5 50 
DUMBARTON * Dumbarton. 
EpinspurcHu Edinburgh, ist Ch, : H. D. Dickie 
Edinburgh, 2nd Ch. : W. Peddie 150 
W. Pattinson . 
Edinburgh, 3rd Ch. -| ee | J. A. Haldane 240 
Edinburgh, 4th Ch. . + | W. Innes : 180 
Edinburgh. 5th Ch. C. Anderson . 100 
Edinburgh, 6th Ch. A. Smith. 
A. Carr. 
Musselburgh + | ++ | J. Sanderson. 
Excin . Elgin ; : eof[ pel eae a 30 
Grantoun ; : : P. Grant 5 130 | Scottish. 
Kirkaldy, 1st Ch. . ° Cc. Arthur, © 
W. Scott. 
Kirkaldy,72nd Ch. el do 
Fire. Andrew’s, St. . é - | — Aikenhead +» | 40 
Anstruther 7 a r Pele ‘ 3 5 6 || Bb) 
5 » 7 ° » | 40 
Auchtermuchty a ; G. Dron 24 
J. Dron ' 
Cupar = +e oftes fd. Watsone. 120 | Scottish. 
Dunfermline Ff ee Cees, Oe 80 
Ferry Port . . ce OO oa 20 
. Murray 
Largo. + +e R. Kellock ¢ | °° | 4 
Leven ~. a ; 5 John Elder. 
Kinghorn 7 * - — Arthur 5 30 
Newburgh fe - : J. Wilkie. / 
W. Gouslay 
Forrar , Dundee, Ist Ch. A. Perrie \ 
S. Gilbert 
Dundee, 2nd Ch, A — Lauchlan. 
— Mackintosh 
Dundee, 3rd Ch. - | «+ | J. Renney. ; 
INVERNESS Kilmanivaig 5 Gaited — Hutchinson | . 50 | Scottish. 
Nig 5 Z 2 molleg W. Frazer, 
LANARK - Glasgow, Ist Ch. Slee oe eee ns Scottish. 
D. Smith 240 F 
Glasgow, 2nd Ch. . any B — Paterson .|.. Scottish. 
Glasgow, 3rd Ch.' . «| -- | A. M‘Leod «| .. | 50 | Scottish. 
Glasgow, 4th Ch. . .|}.. | W.Shirreff .|.. | .. | Scottish. 
PERTH . Breadalbane . 3 Fo at Saal hc ede i . | .. | 40 | Scottish. 
Perth, Ist Ch. . |1834| R, Thomson . |1834] 94 | Scottish. 
Perth, 2nd Ch. > it Peewee 3 -. | 30 
RENFREW Greenock elt el T* D. Thomson. |1833| 70 | Scottish. 
Paisley, Ist Ch. : . 
Paisley, 2nd Ch. 3 
Galashiels és . . W. Berry. 
SELKIRK . J. Leitch. 
STIRLING . Falkirk . : . ae A 60 
Stirling, 1st Ch. ~|.. | W. Jaffrey. 
,. | A. Shearer. 
Stirling, 2nd Ch, . M. M‘Millan .| .. | 60 


Besides the Churchesthus reported, it is supposed that Scotland contains nearly 
fifteen hundred other Baptist communicants. The Rev. R. Tuomson, of Perth, has 
kindly engaged to make diligent inquiries preparatory to the report of 1837. 
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LIST OF BAPTIST CHURCHES IN IRELAND. 
: + 3 
S 5 
E A ls 
am |KO 
E ashes 
y iS. PAST . Fa 
COUNTY. CHURCHES = s 2 ag 
°o i} ZA 
3 2 
3 3 
s a 
ANTRIM Ballymena, 
Ballymoney. 
Belfast. 
Brougshane. 
Coleraine. 
Grange. F 
Cork Cork . . ‘ Thos. Smith 1836 
Carrandaisey. 
ee Tulbermar - | ++ | A. Carsun, A.M. ° «. | 300 
DONEGAL A . ~ |Letterkenny. 
Down Ballinafern. 
Dusuin ? . - |Dublin. 
LimiriIck é A . |Cloughjordan, 
Limerick - | .. | W. Thomas, : 
Mayo. . . {Ballina > el} Tet Alen, - i + |1829, 60 
Monacuan Monaghan. 
RoscomMon Boyle. 
Siico 7 Coolaney . .. | John Bates. 
TYRONE . . Allen. 
Anghibey. 
Balligawley 
Blackforth. 
Crilly. 
Dungannon. 
Moolayear. 
Omagh. 
Syskanore. 
WATERFORD . * +» |Waterford » | .. | C, Hardcastle. s 
WESTMEATH , ° . |Athlone . « -| .. | W. Hamilton 4 - [1836 
Killbegan . J. M'Carthy . . - {1814 
Moate. 
Rahue. 


The Rev. James ALLEN, of Ballina, states that twenty of the Baptist Churches in Ireland 
adopt the principle of mutual exhortation, that three others break breaJ every Lord’s-day, and 
that the remaining part have the same constitution as the Hnglish Baptists. He considers the 
aggregate number of members in actual fellowship with the Baptist Churches in Ireland to 


be about nine hundred and twenty. 


RECENT DEATH. 
MISS CHARLOTTE BRADSUAW. 

On the 6th of October, Miss Char- 
lotte Bradshaw was removed from a 
state of severe suffering, to the rest 
which remaineth for the people of God. 
She had been an honourable and useful 
member of the Baptist church at Staines, 
for seven years. During her painful 
illness she was supported by divine 
grace, and often favoured with special 
manifestations of her Saviour’s love ; 
her hopes were built on the Rock of 
Ages ; and inward consolations, flowing 
from the ‘* covenant well ordered in all 
things and sure,” enabled her to bow 
with resignation to the will of God, and 
desire to depart and be with Christ. 
Her last words were, ‘‘ When shall I 
see bis face? How long I have waited 
for him!” At length the summons came, 
and she fell asleep in Jesus, without a 
struggle ora groan. Her death was im- 
proved by her pastor on the sabbath after 
her funeral, from Psal, xvii. 15,“ As for 
me, I will behold thy face in righteous- 


ness, I shall be satisfied when I awake 
with thy likeness.” 


NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


Just Published : 


‘Theory of the Hebrew Verb.” By the Rey. 
W. Yates, Baptist Missionary at Calcutta. Se- 
cond Edition. With a Preface, by the Rey. W. 
H, Murch. 12mo. 3s. 6d. 


In the Press : 


“The Union of the Holy Spirit and the Church 
in the Conversion of the World.’ By Thomas 
W. Jenkyn. 

Also, by the same Author, the Second Edition 
of his Work on “The Extent of the Atonement 
in its Relations to God and the Universe.” 

“Memoirs of Samuel Bagster, Jun." By John 
Broad. 

A New Edition of “ Talents Improved.” By 
the Author of the “ Antidote to the Miseries of 
Human Life.’ 

A New and Enlarged Edition of Mr. Sydney 
Aspland’s “ Practical Treatise on the late Mar- 
riage Act, and the Act for Registering Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages, 6 and 7 William IV., 
caps. 85 and 86, containing directions to Officers 
and parties interested in the provisions of the 
Acts, whether members of the Church of Eng- 
land, or Nonconformists; with the Acts them- 
selves, and the Registrar General’s Rule as an 
Appendix.” 
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A Letter from the Secretary, addressed to the Treasurer, dated November 16. 


My DEAR BROTHER, 

The following notes of my Western journey 
may not be unacceptable to the Committee. 

At Bristol, Taunton, Wellington, and Exeter, 
the interest felt in the Society is manifestly 
on'the increase: in all these places the col- 
lections and subscriptions are larger than in 
any former year. , 

The willingness of the churches to co-ope- 
rate with your deputation is exceedingly en- 
couraging ; and the excellent plan of a general 
change of pulpits, among the ministers of some 
districts, by which a whole section of country 
is swept as it were at one stroke, and all the 
little churches and congregations, in a given 
neighbourhood, afforded an occasion of contri- 
buting to the funds of his useful Society, is 
becoming more general. When this plan 
shall be universally adopted, through all our 
associations, the funds of this Society can 
easily be doubled; and collected at one half 
the present expense. 

Your Mission in the North of Devon, is 
still in a flourishing state; particularly at 
Brayford, where that patient and laborious 
missionary, Mr. Cutcliffe, has been this year 
greatly blessed of the Lord. His captivity has 
been brought back, his labours owned, and his 
church increased with upwards of thirty mem- 
bers. This is cause for devout gratitude to 
the great Head of the Church; and for prayer 
that the Holy Spirit may, in like manner, be 
poured out on all parts of the missionary field ; 
and then we shall be favoured with many 
pentecostal seasons, and the Lord will add to 
the church daily such as shall be saved. 

Tn the vicinity of Exeter, also, your mission 


is prosperous ; more especially at Thoverton, 
which is manifestly a rising and important 
station. Under the judicious care of Mr. 
Hockin, your Committee may anticipate, that, 
ere long, it will be independent of foreign aid, 
May the small one soon become a strong 
people, and the little one a thousand ! 

Minehead is the only station belonging to 
our society at present in a languishing state. 
What may be the cause of this, will afford mat- 
ter for serious deliberation. It is too late now 
to go back to the old order of things, and resolve 
it into the sovereignty of God. God works by 
means ; and ever blesses the laborious, be- 
lieving, and prayerful use of those that are the 
wisest and best adapted. When prosperity is in 
abeyance with any church or mission, ground 
is afforded for serious examination, as to what 
is the cause why the windows of heaven ap- 
pear to be shut, 

My visit to the beautiful and romantic 
valleys of Gloucestershire, has been produc- 
tive of unmingled pleasure. The churches 
are at peace; the ministers, active and devoted 
to their work ; and/a high degree of prosperity 
is the consequence. Shortwood, Stroud, 
Minchinghampton, Stanley, and sister churches, 
are greatly blessed of the Lord. Besides the 
pasters, each church has the aid of some 
valuable lay preachers; who are efficiently 
ministering the word of life, to the thousands 
of their surrounding fellow-sinners {in these 
populous valleys. Shortwood and Stroud 
have warmly taken up the Home Mission this 
year; and, in addition to their local efforts, 
have contributed liberally to our Socicty. The 
young people, at both places, have shown a 
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generous desire to embark in this good cause ; 
more especially the Misses Barnard and 
Overbury, of Shortwood, and Antill and 
Gardener, of Stroud. May the blessing of those 
that were ready to perish come upon them ! 

The amount of the collections in this valley, 
this year, is four times as much as Jast, The 
fact that pleased me most, in this visit, was 
the activity of the ministers of these large 
churches, and their increasing anxiety still 
further to enlarge theirboundaries, and spread 
around them the knowledge of Christ. Not 
content to sit down and enjoy themselves in 
inglorious ease, their one great object seems 
to be to build up their churches, and seek the 
conversion of poor lost sinners: and God is 
abundantly blessing them. 

My stay in the rich and fertile valley 
of Evesham, Worcestershire, was short, but 
pleasing to myself, and, I hope, profitable to 
the cause of Home Missionary effort. I was 
so fortunate as to return from my visit to 
Hereford, just in time to attend the quarterly 
meeting of the new association, held at Alces- 
ter; present, Rev. Messrs. Davis and Blake- 
man, of Evesham ; Smith, of Astwood; Keen, 
of Pershore; Wheeler, of Lench; and Mr. 
Price, minister of the place. 

An auxiliary to our Society was formed ; and 
ameeting, to mature their plans of operation, 
appointed to be held at Evesham, about the 
23rd November. Their plan is as follows, 
Each minister to come to that meeting, with 
a list of the destitute villages in his immediate 
neighbourhood ; with another list of the gifts 
in his church, which are available for the in- 
tended movement; from these two lists, to 
draw up, at this meeting, a plan by which 
each of these villages shall be visited, once or 
twice each Lord’s-day, by either a local 
preacher, exhorter, prayer-meeting conductor, 
and sermon reader, or tract distributor. This 
plan to be printed; and each man to be at 
his post the day and hour appointed. In 
addition, they propose to employ a general 
missionary, whose duty it will be to travel 
over the whole of this district and preach once 
a month, if possible, in each of the villages 
He is also to be a superior man, capable of 
occupying the pulpit of each minister once 
a year; that brother going out and preaching 
three times; superintending the whole, and, 
during the Sabbath, as well as on all other 
available occasions, infusing into the opera- 
tions as much life and soul as possible, keep- 
ing all moving forward, and working in har- 
mony, so that thus every village and hamlet 
within the circle of their new association, may 
be fully evangelized, 

Should our brethren, of this new auxiliary, 
be so happy, so eminently blessed of God, as 
to carry out into active and efficient operation 
this most excellent plan, I doubt not they will 
set the denomination at large a most noble | 


Quarterly 


Register. 


and glorious example, which, by the blessing 
of God, will be extensively followed, and be 
the commencement of a new era in the history 
of the Baptists of England. No meeting, 
which I ever attended, afforded me more 
sincere pleasure than this; for here are the 
moral elements in preparation, which are fully 
and speedily to evangelize this land. Let all 
our associations act on this plan, and soon the 
Baptist Home Missionary Society will become 
a matter of history, known only from the 
record of the triumphs it has gained, . the 
victories it has won, and the quota it has 
afforded towards arousing British churches to 
evangelize their too-long-neglected, though 
great and prosperous country. 

It gives me pleasure to notice the active 
part which Mr, Keen, of Pershore, took this 
year in making arrangements for the visit of 
the deputation, so that a change of ministers 
was effected on the Lord’s-day, which has 
very considerably aided the funds of the 
Society ; here also the collections were this 
year double the last, and my persuasion is, 
that they will next year be double this year’s ; 
and that, by the blessing of God on efforts 
about to be made, this will prove one of our 
most efficient and prosperous auxiliaries. The 
Bristol auxiliary has this year done itself 
great credit, and the Secretaries and other 
officers of the Committee well sustained their 
character for activity and zeal. To the zeal 
and perseverance of young Mr, Cuzner, the 
Parent Society is very much indebted; and 
my prayer is, that his heart may be filled with 
the love of Christ, his life long spared, so that, 
blessed of God, he may prove increasingly a 
blessing to society at large. Allow me to ob- 
serve, in conclusion, on a subject which lies 
near my heart, that prayer-meetings, for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, to revive family 
religion, rouse the dormant energies of the 
Church, and bless the abounding labours of 
our ministers to the conversion of sinners, 
are generally and successfully resorted to by 
the oldest churches, and the best, the wisest, 
the most. talented and pious ministers of our 
denomination. 

Persuaded that, now the Lord has inclined 
his people’s hearts to pray for this crowning — 
gift, he will incline his ear to hear and shed 
down abundantly that Spirit which will bring 
to our churches times of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, and those pentecostal 
days when thousands were converted at once ; 
I look onward with pleasure to the high noon 
of that day which begins to dawn, when the 
towns and the cities, the mountains and valleys 
of Britain shall become vocal with his praise 
whose we are, and whom we desire to serve. 

I remain, in Christian love, 
Yours sincerely, 
f C. H. Rog, 

To the Rev. J, Edwards. 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS AND COLLECTIONS. 


A Methodist Friend at Diss, 
by the Rev. Mr. Smith, 


Shoreditch ' 100 
John Forster, Esq, Don. 10 
Do. Do; 5 2 
Richard Forster, Esq. Jun. Sub. 10 
Richard Peek, Esq. Don, 10 
Samuel Salter, Esq. Trowbridge 10 
A Friend per Rey. J. Edwards 5 
Do. Do. 2 
Church Street Auxiliary, per 
Mr, Hunt Trea. 34 
Devonshire Square, do. er, 
Mr. J. Vines, Hammersmith . 5 
Collection at Annual Meeting . 35 
Collected at Amersham . 5 
Walworth Auxiliary 6 
Taunton Subscriptions and Col- 
lections, per Mr.Horsey,Trea. 31 
Newbury. 
Collection ° . hie gets 
Mr. Gale . . Sub. 2 
Mr. Vines Sub. 1 
Mr. Brown 5 : 70 
Poor Servant Girl 0 
Reading. 
Mr. Rusher . aren em 
Mr. Williams : A seen) 
Mr. P. Davies . 0 
Mr. Day . . 0 
Devizes. 
A Friend : °| 
Exeter and Vicinity. 
Cards by Mr. Anstie’s foUne 
People 0 7 
Collection at Mr. Offord’s . 14 
Do. at Mr. Anstie’s loi 
Do, at Refuge : E --0 
Do. at Crediton 2 
Do. at Honiton . 1 
Do. at Bradninch 2 
Do, at Thoverton 2 
Wm. Rouse, Esq., Torquay". a 
Rey. Mr. Offord . Sub. 0 
Wellington. 
Wm. Cadbury, Esq., and Mrs. 
Cadbury . . Subs. 6 
Collections : 8 
Messrs. Ellworthy i 
Charles Fox, Esq. 1 
Henry Fox, Esq. 0 
Misses Knevills i 


Mr. Horsey * . : 
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Mrs. Horsey A fale MORLOT. 6 
Mr. Gay 5 “ eet (Oe 0 
Mr. Cook : OMY eG 
Friends . . 016 0 
Mr. Kingdon 5 : 010 0 
Stogumber. 
Edward Hemming, Esq. 010 0 
Minehead. 
Collection 5 e Marg 
Watchet and Willaton. 
Collection 20 0 
Bristol. 
Collections and Subscriptions 115 5 0 
Eeynsham. 
Collection 5 110 0 
Cards by B. H. Draper, D. ae 
of Southampton . lap 2G: 
F. Stratford by Mr. Theobald 41 12.0 
Alie Street, London. 310 0 
G. F, Angas, Esq., of Daw- 
lish, for Education of 
Missionary Student -10 0 0 
Birmingham. 
Bond. Street Auxiliary Pe 
Mr. Lowe A Fs Sok 
Evesham. 
Collection at Rev. Mr. Davies’ 8 0 0O 
Subscriptions per Miss Mann 2 5 0 
Rey.Mr.Blakeman’sCollection 2 10 8 
Pershore. 
Collection at the Rey. T. C. 
Keen’s Chapel LO LBS 
B. Risdon, Esq. ee 2550) 
Alcester. 
Collection . . 3 5 6 
Upton. 
Collection 3 25 
Stroud. 
Collections and Subscriptions 10 3 0 
Shortwood. 
Collections and Subscriptions 20 16 4 
Kingstanly. 
Collections and Subscriptions 5 10 0 
Minchin-Hampton. 
Collections 3 5 2 ae 0) 
Woodchester. 
Collections and Subscriptions 3 12 6 
W ootton-under-edge. 
Collections and Subscriptions 1 38 0 
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White’s Row Chapel, Portsea. Three Friends — F +) JOSISS 
Proceeds of a Bazaar in con- Rey. Mr. Brodie’s Glasgow 
sequence of a visit from Glasgow Female Society 
'Mr. Roe . ? Doe Om O per Mrs. Hastie . a DOO 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne. Collected at Chatham, by Rev. 
Collected by Miss R. Baker, J. Edwards, at Rey. Mr. 
and forwarded by the Lewis’s . ‘ 214 10m3 
Rev. George Sample LOLI Edward Brock, Esq. Baas ery) Te) 
Collected by the Rev. J. Captain Pudner 3 Jaded, 0 
Edwards, at Chard . 010 O Mr. William Ackworth 00-10" .0 
Mrs. Brown A F nals Je © Mr. James Ackworth ae OchO) 20 
Mr.S.-Brown . c oy ehOul Oe 0 Mr. Joseph Ackworth OOO 
Mr, John Brown ;: > 0 10,0 Mrs. Edwards A eo UOMO 
Mr. Toms . 4 5 SCOOT Mr: Stone : A re en eel) 
Mrs. Weston . 7 Oe O Mrs. Stone . > 010 0 
Yeovil. Mr. Stephens ; 010 0 
Collections j : eet A0iaL a George 3 $ ag a 
Subscriptions per Mr. Allen 0 10 6 ‘. r artin . ; ge Binet 
Mr. Whitby Fe aie ui Cem r.French lar oF aay 
Mr. Masters : ‘ er TOG Mr. West. . : - 0 ier 
Mr. Harvey : ; = «0° 10)"6 Mr. Young . : ser aol 
Mr. Porter ‘ ~ 2orior 6 Rey. J. Oyerbury and Friends 0 9 6 


We have great pleasure in recording the benevolent reception experienced by the deputation 
at Wellington and Taunton this autumn, At the former place, the Secretary, on the Lord’s- 
day, was cheered by the presence and contributions of several members of the Society of 
Friends, who manifestly took a deep interest in the objects of this Society. It is truly matter 
for devout and sincere gratitude to God, that this large, wealthy, and influential body of 
Christians, are so kindly disposed towards the Baptist Home Mission, and aid it so generously 
at this time in many parts of the kingdom, both publicly and privately. 

At Taunton, the public meeting was favoured with the presence and addresses of the Sub- 
Treasurer and Secretary from London, and the ex-Secretary, the Rev. R. May, from Barn- 
staple, Rev. Mr, Offord, of Bxeter, and several of the Independent and Baptist ministers of 
the town and neighbourhood. The interest excited was considerable ; the collection was 
good, Collections and subscriptions this year, double those of last year. May the impression 
prove lasting and result in greater efforts for home, and more vigorous exertions for the more 
remote and utterly destitute parts of the kingdom, 


*," Donations and Subscriptions wili be gratefully received on behalf of this Society, 
at No. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street ; by the Treasurers, SAMUEL SALTER, Esq., Wat- 


ford, Herts ; or Rev. J. Epwarps, Clapham ; by the Rev. C, H. Ror (Secretary) ; or 
any Minister of the Denomination. : 


ve MADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE-STREET, FINSBURY, 
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Subscriptions and donations received by the Secretary, Rev. S. Green, Walworth; 
Mr, Dyer, at the Baptist Mission Rooms; Messrs. MILnarp, Bishopsgate Street ; 
Sanvers, High Street, Bloomsbury; Lapsroke & Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; 
Burts & Co., Lothbury ; H. D. Dickie, 13, Bank Street, Edinburgh; Rev. Mr. INNEs, 
Frederick Street, Edinburgh; Rev. J. Forp, 6, Upper Charlemont Street, Dublin; P. 
Brown, Esq., Cardigan; Mr. J. Hopxrns, Bull Street, Birmingham; Mr. J. H. ALLEN, 
Norwich; and any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


From Micu. Mutiarry to Mr. Aten. 
Ardnaree, Sept. 19, 1836. 
Rev. Sir, 

With this you will receive a list of the 
principal stations I have occupied during 
the quarter. Together with visiting these 
stations, I have endeavoured for some 
time, to assemble small companies of 
roman catholics, in their own houses, 
for reading and conversation, both here 
and in Liney. Although I have failed in 
a few instances to obtain the desired 
attention, in other instances J have so far 
succeeded, that they joined mein prayer, 
and requested me to call again; and I 
hope, after a little time, to be enabled to 
bring them under more regular preaching 
of the word. To one observant of the 
signs of the times, the anxiety of the 
people to hear the gospel preached, the 
increasing attention paid to reading the 
scriptures, together with the solicitude 
manifested by seemingly awakened sin- 
ners, to become acquainted with the 
Redeemer, appear to be hastening the 
time, when roman catholics in general 
will yield to the force of divine truth, 
and become acquainted with the Lord, 
from the least to the greatest. ; 

Many of our stations, at the present time, 
are favoured with tokens of divine appro- 
bation, calculated to encourage the 
society to persevere in the hope that 
their labours are not in vain. Lately, 
the priest of Crossmolina said to Mrs. 
Ormsby, “‘ How is it that you, who were 
a roman catholic, not only attend the 
baptist preaching yourself, but persuade 
others also to attend.” Mrs. Ormsby 
said, “‘ Hitherto I was a roman catholic, 
but from this time I am determined to 
separate myself from that denomination.” 
«Will you,” said he again, ‘‘ for baptist 
preaching, give up your own church— 
the church of your forefathers, and the 
salvation of your soul?” ‘Oh Sir,” 
said she, “until 1 heard the gospel 
preached, I knew nothing about religion, 
but trusted to others for the salvation of 
my soul; now that 1 am favoured with 
the means of grace, I am determined to 
attend to them myself, and influence as 
many as I can to come under the preach- 
ing of the gospel.” Mrs, Oxmsby’s 


sister, who a few weeks ago was intro- 
duced to me as a pilgrim, a name given 
to the most bigoted and invulnerable sect 
of the roman catholics, is now a regular 
attendant at our preaching ; and, I trust, 
seriously inquiring for that truth which 
she before hated. She told me, that in 
her prayers, she left off the superstitious 
forms which she Jearned in her youth, 
and that it is only now she knows the 
value of prayer, in applying to a throne 
of grace, without the intercession of saints 
or angels. 

The last sabbath but one, J. Wynn, 
formerly a roman catholic, told me, at 
Easky, that he was anxious to join the 
baptist church. He seems relying on 
the finished work of Jesus Christ for 
salvation. 

At Mountain River, I met Jane Cook, 
whom I mentioned in a former letter, as 
repeating large portions of the new tes- 
tament at the Easky school. This year 
she got married, and removed about nine 
miles from where she formerly lived. 
Although she parted with her relations 
and acquaintances, she said there was 
nothing she regretted more than being de- 
prived of the means of grace. She seemed 
very much rejoiced, when I told her I 
hoped to be able, in a short time, to 
preach occasionally in her neighbourhood. 

I rejoice to say, that in all parts of the 
country, a divine blessing is attending 
the means, and the cause of the Lord is 
prospering. 


From Jous Moxacnan, @ school teacher, 
and reader, to Mr. Barns, 

Ballinaglough, Oct. 1, 1836. 

Rev. Sir, 

I am happy to inform you, that the old 
commandment “ Seek ye out of the book 
of the Lord and read,” is an injunction 
much attended to in this neighbourhood, 
by many whose former lives formed an 
awful contrast to that sacred precept. 

IT had a conversation, not long since, 
with a man who told me that his only 
motive for withdrawing his sop from a 
national free school, which had been 
taught near to his house, and sending 
him a distance of two miles, to the Bap- 
tist school, at Deoheamede, was to obtaim 
4. 
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a copy of the new testament, which he 
intended to study and read from that 
forth for himself and his family; and 
then requested that-I would visit his 
house as frequently as possible ; arequest 
to which I have since complied ; and 
have good reason to believe that he is not 
reading in vain. 

Sept. 17. .Being on my way to Boyle, 
I met a man who accompanied me about 
six miles of the road; and finding him 
a serious, intelligent roman eatholic, 
I introduced a scriptural conversation, 
which he soon turned into a warm dis- 
cussion, by attempting to maintain the 
doctrine of purgatory to be scriptural ; 
which he strove to support from 1 Cor. 
ili. 1315 verses inclusive, and 1 Pet. 
iii. 19, 20, verses. But ina short time, 
finding himself unable to maintain his 
point from these texts, he referred to 
Zech. ix. 11th verse, “As for thee also, 
by the blood of thy covenant, I have sent 
forth thy prisoners out of the pit, wherein 
is no water.” ‘Now,’ exclaimed he, 
“this is proof which all the combined 
wit of protestants can never overturn— 
seeing there is no pit on earth, neither is 
it in heaven, therefore it must be a third 
pve, which our church calls purgatory.” 

ere a few persons who travelled with 
us seemed extremely rejoiced at the in- 
vincible force of his argument. ‘‘ Well,” 
said I, “‘in your last argument, deduced 
from 1 Pet, iii. 19, 20, you affirmed that 
the antediluvians were detained in pur- 
gatory until aur Lord, after his cruci- 
fixion, entered that place and released 
them. But now, in your present argu- 
ment, the prophet to whom you refer 
writes in the perfect tense, positively 
showing that the persons to whom he 
alludes, were already released, or sent 
forth, although he leaves us this on 
record about 580 years before the incar- 
nation of our Lord. Now, admitting the 
existence of this supposed purgatory, 
although the admission is wrong, how, 1 
ask could the prisoners liberated in the 
days of the prophet, be again found there, 
even at the end of 580 years after? Here 
your argument manifestly contradicts 
itself, and therefore must be false. Be- 
sides that, the mode of releasement 
spoken of in the text, is by the blood of 
the covenant, or, in other words, by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. But the church 
of Rome must obtain their liberty, who 
are supposed to be in purgatory, by 
prayer, alms, and principally by the sacri- 
fice of the mass. But remember there 
can be no propitiatory sacrifice without 
shedding of blood. ‘ And without shed- 
ding of blood there is no remission of 
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sins.’ Heb. ix. 22. Besides, I will now 
prove, from the word of God, that the 
spirit, once separated from the body, can 
never profit by alms, prayers, or mass 
sacrifice, or by any other human effort or 
invention. For itis written, Eccles.ix.5,6, 
‘The living know that they shall die, but 
the dead know not anything, neither have 
they any more a reward, for the memory 
of them is forgotten. Also their love and 
their hatred is now perished, neither have 
they any more a portion for ever in any 
thing that is done under the sun.’” Here 
all were surprised, that such a plain 
proof against masses for the dead, &c, 
&c. could be found in the word of God. 
The man who manifested the greatest re- 
joicement at my opponent’s clever argu- 
ment, now exclaimed, “I believe in my 
heart that we are imposed upon by our 
clergy, and that there is no such place as 
apurgatory ; and, for my part, I will 
from this forth have the scriptures read 
in my house; and I hope the Lord will 
please to let me know if am imposed upon 
in other things also.” I have since called 
at this man’s house, and have reason to 
believe that |his mind was according to 
his promise ; and that he is now endea- 
youring to learn the way of salvation, as 
pointed out in the word of God, through 
an all-sufficient Redeemer. 

My other leisure hours have I hope been 
as usefully spent as possible, in going 
from house to house, reading, and, in my 
feeble way, exhorting my fellow-men to 
read and stndy that blessed book, through 
which life and immortality are brought 
to light. 


Parrick GunnNING, « scripture reader, to. 
Mr. Tuomas. 


Rev. Sir, 

I feel happy to have it in my power to 
inform you, that many in this neighbour- 
hood are daily becoming sensible of the 
benefits derived to them, from the exer- 
tions of the Baptist Irish Society, in 
sending the scriptures freely among them, 
both in the English and Inish languages. 

At the request of ‘some of the parents 
here, I have commenced an Irish sunday 
school; and I hope as soon as I see you 
again, that you will do me the favour of 
giving me a few Irish primers. 

August 16. In Ballinaglough I visited 
a Protestant family. The old couple can 
speak the Irish language, and seem to 
take great delight in hearing it read. 
But after a long conversation on religious 
subjects, the woman of the house took 
the testament, and opening the fifth 


chapter of the gospel according to St. 
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Matthew, she pointed to the 25th and 
.26th verses, saying, ‘“ This passage has 
been brought against me as a support for 
purgatory, and I hope you will give me 
an explanation of it.’ After I had en- 
deayoured to do so, she seemed to be 
much delighted ; and confessed her igno- 
rance in being led to believe that it was 
of any support to the doctrine of purea- 
tory. A roman catholic who visited 
me afew days after,in my own house, 
seemed so well pleased at the answers 
received on the same occasion, that he 
said he would often pay me a visit during 
the long winter nights. 


From Mr. Bares to the Secrrrary. 
Coolany, Sept. 17, 1836. 
Dear Sir, 

During the past month I have in- 
spected most of the schools, and visited 
some of them several times. In a gene- 
ral way they are well attended, and many 
of the cluldren are making considerable 
progress in the elements of learning. 
The schools at Drumahair and Castle- 
Nayno haye been opposed lately by the 
priests, on which account some of the 
children have been kept away; but I 
hope that this opposition will cease be- 
fore long. The Gurtern schoolis very;thin. 

There is much darkness and supersti- 
tion around us at present in this popish 
country. Some of the priests in this 
neighbourhood have lately returned from 
Lough Derg, in the North, jwhere they 
have been to do penance, and on their 
arrival at home their feet were so sore 
that they were not able to walk to chapel 
to attend mass; yet, such is the igno- 
rance of the people, that they think such 
persons have reached the perfection of 
holiness, and will have their names im- 
mortalized as saints for ever. But the 
gospel is spreading, and’ superstition is 
most certainly, though very slowly, 
wearing away. Many know that such 
things are wrong—some are anxiously 
inquiring after the truth—others are con- 
verted from the error of their way, and 
evidence the reality of the change by 
holiness of life. 

The preaching stations are well at- 
tended, and in many places there ap- 
pears to be an increasing prospect of 
usefulness. May the Lord direct and 
bless his servants who labour amongst 
them, that they may have seals to their 
ministry, and souls for their hire. 


From the same. 
Coolanu, Oct. 21, 1836. 
Dear Sir, 
This last month I haye visited some 
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of the schools, and found as many chil- 
dren there as might be expected at this 
busy season of the year. The state of 
the poor people this season is truly de- 
plorable, on account of the harvest being 
so late, the weather so wet, and many of 
the crops almost a failure. I feel per- 
suaded that scriptural knowledge is on 
the increase ; but as far as my observa- 
tion and experience give me information, 
I think that our attempts to remove the 
ignorance of the people will be very 
much impeded by their extreme poverty, 
as these two are in close connexion. I 
think that their poverty, perhaps, might 
be ascribed to a want of encouragement 
to industry from the landed proprietors, 
and in some measure to the hardihood of 
their constitution, as there is no doubt 
that the Irish peasantry would live 
and increase where many others would 
absolutely perish in a state of starvation. 

Whilst, however, the missionary may 
sympathize with the inhabitants around 
himinatemporal point of view, he will feel 
more pungently for the salvation of their 
soul. 1 apprehend that the operations of our 
Society, and especially that of the scrip- 
ture readers, are just adapted to meet the 
necessities of the people, in raising them 
from that moral degradation into 
which they have gradually fallen, by 
carrying the gospel to the cabins on the 
mountains and bogs, where they gene- 
rally dwell, and which alone can en- 
lighten their mind and place them in the 
society of man. 

Respecting the qualifications of a 
scripture reader, we want men of sterling 
piety, who are :constrained to persevere 
in their work from the love of Christ 
ruling in their heart; at the same time 
they must be men who can endure hard- 
ness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 


From Mr. M‘Carruy to the Srcrerary. 
Nov. 8, 1836. 
Dear brother, 

My hours have been so fully occupied 
since I last addressed you, I had not 
time to reply to your last letter. Lord’s- 
day, September 25th, I baptized Henry 
Shea, at Moate; and though a great 
number of persons witnessed it, there 
was not the slightest degree of irreve- 
rence observable in any of the spectators. 
This was after my forenoon sermon. We 
then returned to the meeting-house, and 


| commemorated the death of our divine 
} Lord. We were well attended in the 


evening. Monday, inspected the school ; 
and Tuesday, went about sixteen niles to 
see a sick member—her mind was happy, 
and she was resigned to the will of God 
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in her death: she bas since taken her 
flight to the world of immortality, Wed- 
nesday, preached at Tullamore. ‘Thurs- 
day, inspected the school, which has an 
addition of children every visit. Lord’s- 
day, October the 2nd, preached at 
Rahue; the 5th, at Tullamore ; the 6th, 
Clonkelly ; the 7th, at Maryborough ; 
and the 9th, proceeded to Abbeylieux. 
And on that day I was much pleased 
with the attendance, both morning and 
evening; and indeed, I may say the 
same of all the places which I visited the 
last week. Monday, proceeded to Dun- 
naghmore ; lectured in the evening, and 
preached the following evening ; and on 
my way to Cloughjordan, visited Ros- 
crea, Shraduff, and Arbourhell. Roscrea 
is a large and populous town, where we 
have not as yet been able to bring our 
forces to play upon the common enemy, 
owing to our not having any place to 
preachin. Whatapity! It lies just in 
my way from Abbeylieux to Ferbane, and 
we have some friends there and about its 
vicinity, who would willingly hear us. 
If allowed, I will take a suitable place 
there. Lord’s-day, the 16th, I preached 
at Cloughjordan, and, had remarkably 
good attendance. A more compact and 
eligible district, for an active agent, 
conld not be pointed out in Ireland, than 
_what lies between this town and Abbey- 
lieux. There are meeting-houses in both 
these towns, where he could alternately 
each Lord’s-day, taking Dunnaghmore, 
Burross in Ossory, and Roscrea, in the 
way, and many other places, to which, if 
he had a missionary’s soul, his prudence 
and his zeal would quickly carry him. 
Il remained for some time at Shraduff to 
recruit my strength, and then proceeded 
to Ferbane, and on the 19th preached, 
and on the 20th at Moate ; and at both of 
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these important stations my audience 
was satisfactory. I then returned home, 
and on Baantey left home again, and 
on the 23rd preached at Ferbane; the ~ 
church commemorated the death of their 
divine Lord, and in the evening my 
hearers were numerous and attentive. 
Returned home on Monday, after having 
travelled about 153 miles. You may 
form some idea of the extent of country 
I have travelled by tracing the map. As 
I had promised the Rev. Mr. Durham, 
the Independent minister of Mary- 
borough, that I would occupy his pulpit 
on the 30th, I had to leave home the 
next morning, and inspected the school 
at Tullamore that day, and preached in 
the evening. The next evening visited 
Kilalerg, where I haye some members ; 
and on Friday made a fruitless attempt 
at opening a door at Mountmelick, a large 
and populous town, twelve miles from 
this, in vain. Saturday, arrived at the in- 
tended place ; and on Lord’s-day, the 
30th, preached in the forenoon, and also 
in the evening, to a large and respect- 
able audience. The next morning break- 
fasted in the jail, after which I ex- 
pounded a psalm, and had one of the 
most refreshing prayer-meetings I ever 
remember: though in jail, we prayed 
and sang praises unto God. I visited 
Newtown, Clonkelly, and Tullamore, on 
my way home. And on Lord’s-day, the 
6th of November, I preached at Rahue, 
and notwithstanding the day was ex- 
ceedingly inclement, we ta many to 
hear. One man came prepared to be 
baptized ; but it was not to be expected 
our friends could accompany us to the 
river, and we therefore agreed to post- 
pone it till next Sunday, when, if the 
Lord shall spare me, I purpose preach- 
ing at Moate. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 
From October 19 to November 21. 


Collections by Rev. S. Davis :— 


Devizes..... NEN eects che yieee LL kes LO 
BrOMmess sh news.cireees Saka perl One 
Bradford We gis rcmiishastne 458 
IBYIRtOL viciscena s 1s reich s 2614 0 
Golear woes; are rueka temic 5 110 
Salondine Nook ....... fieceg ROMO 'O 
Lockwood...., sissies) eae vate a RD MLO 
Wuddersfiield ......... sey LO 27 0 


Warsley and Stanningley ,. 


Trinity Chapel, Southwark, by Rev. B. 


GWAsae cree acie ees Bboumsonmbcits 4650S 10 0 0 
Mrs. Bradley, for the ‘“ Providence 
Scheol,” by Mr. Pritchard,........... 16 0 0} 


Preston, Leeming-street Baptist Female 
Association, by Rev. W. Giles....... 10 0 6 
Newbold, near Rugby, by Rev. EB. Fall.. 211 0 


Sevenoaks, Ladies’ Association, 8 0 0 
Mr Batrisonia tig cy seas: sores I pl <@ 
SL 


A few useful articles of clothing, &c., have been received from Mrs, Sibley, of Ipswich, 
which will prove, we doubt not, very acceptable. 


Also from Mrs. Burls—as we presume. 


J, HADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY, 


MISSIONARY HERALD. 


CCXVI. 


DECEMBER, 1836. 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thank- 
fully received at the Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fen- 
church Street, London: or by any of the Ministers and Friends whose 
names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


CALCUTTA. 


From a journal kept by Mr. De 
Monte, who labours diligently in 
connexion with our European bre- 
thren in this city, we select a passage 
illustrative of 


The objections raised by Hindoos and 
Musulmauns against the Gospel. 


Most of my time having been spent at 
the villages, I have had but few opportu- 
nities, comparatively speaking, of labour- 
ing in the city of Calcutta. However, 
when not engaged in the southern parts, I 
often preached at the Jaén Bazér chapel, 
and occasionally at Haura chapel, and at 
Sibpur, at the Rev. G. Pearce’s house. 
At the Jin Bazar chapel the number of 
hearers varied from twenty to fifty on each 
occasion; and, in general, the word of 
God was listened to with attention. Nay, 
at times, some of them were so much in- 
terested with the things they heard, that 
they strongly reproved those who inter- 
rupted me with frivolous questions. Some- 
times, however, I was obliged to contend 
with my hearers, who maintained their 
own degmas in opposition to what I ad- 
vanced ; but I endeavoured to show my 
opponents how inconsistent their ideas of 
religion were. I will here relate some of 
the conversations I had with different per- 
sons on various subjects, at which times I 
seldom permitted such persons to leave 
me without exhibiting to them the absur- 
dity and sin of many of their religious 
practices, and particularly of deifying any 
creature whatever, and adoring it as the 


creator. A’ Brahmin once observed, 
“Though Christianity be a true religion, 
sir, I would not change my own creed, for 
my shasters provide me with the means 
of salvation.” Preacher. ‘‘ And pray, 
what are those means by which you ex- 
pect to be saved?” B. “Why, among 
many atonements that might be mentioned 
for the expiation of my guilt, if I but once 
only bathe in the Ganges, I shall be pu- 
rified from every sin, and be saved.” P. 
«* How can this be true, since your inward 
part, your immaterial soul, is contaminated 
by sin; and the water of the Ganges, in 
which you bathe, cannot touch that, it can 
only remove the filth of your body, but it 
cannot efface the stains of iniquity from 
your soul, which you have contracted by 
sinning against God? If your supposed 
holy water have the power of cleansing 
what it was applied to, still it cannot 
touch your heart, how then shall it purify 
it, and expel the evil propensities that 
harbour therein? For instance, suppose 
this box (pointing to a desk that lay be- 
fore me in the chapel) to contain some 
clothes that needed washing, and suppose 
it was water-tight, and you were to take 
it to some river and immerse it, and af- 
terwards scrub the outside with sand and 
water, do you think, by so dving, the 
clothes within would be rendered clean?’ 
B. “ True, they would not be cleansed by 
thus washing them, but still Ganggd is 
very efficacious in purifying the heart.” 
P. ‘ But, my friend, your mere assertion 
will not do, you must give me some proo!s 
of its power to cleanse the heart.” 5B. 
*< Our shasters tell us that a bath in the 
water of the Ganges will remove every 
sin from the heart, and save the sinner 
from his deserved punishment. Nay, in 
some of our shastras it is written, that if 
2 ie a 
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a very poor and sick man remembers only 
the holy river with faith, it will make him 
rich as well as healthy.” P. “Can you 
believe this, when you see thousands of 
indigent, sick, and wicked Hindus bathe 
in your sacred river, and still they remain 
as sickly, and poor, and wicked as they 
were before their bathing in it?” B. 
“ Their want of faith is the reason of their 
not obtaining the desired object.” P. 
«« But how can you say so, since you see 
persons come from a distance of three and 
four miles in the cold season, or in the 
month of December, and that before the 
dawn of the day, to bathe in the river? 
Now, can you think that if these men did 
not firmly believe on the virtue of washing 
in it, they would subject themselves to so 
much inconvenience?’ B. ‘* There must 
be some defect in their faith that they get 
not the things which they need, because 
our shastr4s plainly and repeatedly teach 
us that bathing in the Ganges is productive 
of much fruit.” P. ‘ For a moment lay 
your shasiras aside, and exercise your 
reason, and then you will know what is 
true; but if you be deaf to its dictates, 
you must be bewildered, and lost in a la- 
byrinth of endless errors ; and beassured, 
my friend, that you will have to give an 
account of the use you make of this si- 
lent monitor: however, as you so often 
have recourse to your shastras, and blindly 
give credit to the declarations contained 
therein, I will show you thence, that ba- 
thing in Gangga will be of no avail to a 
sinner ; and if you consult them you will 
find among many passages that might be 
cited to the purpose, the following, in your 
shastra, called Shudditotto — ‘ Gangga- 
toeno Kritsneno mridbharoischonogapo- 
moi, Amrité-matokaschoibo bhabodusto no 
shusdoti.’ And the meaning of this sen- 
tence perhaps you know is this—‘ Should 
a man, whose heart is impure, rub his 
body until he had expended a mountain of 
the mud of the Ganges, and bathe in its 
water duwn to the very last period of his 
existence, still his heart would not be 
cleansed.’”’ Hearing this passage, the man 
waved giving me an answer; and, in the 
meanwhile, I implored him to take refuge 
in Christ, telling him that his blood only 
cleanseth from all sin. TI also urged him 
to consider the many palpable contradic- 
tions contained in his shstrds, such as are 
seldom to be found in compositions pro- 
fessedly human. After this the man 
heard all that I addressed to him in si- 
lence, and at length promising to follow 
my advice, bade me adieu. At another 
time, two Mussulmans interrupted me 
while I was speaking to a large concourse 
of people, on the efficacy of the death of 


Christ. One of them observed, that it 
was very wrong in me to persuade men to 
forsake the religion of their forefathers, 
and to profess another. I replied, ‘‘ then 
Mahamed also acted wrong, in that he 
not only called on men to forsake their 
religion, but compelled them, by dint of 
the sword, to receive the precepts and 
doctrines of his Koran?” M. “ When 
did he do so?’ P. ‘*Consult your Ko- 
rén, and you will find that he not only 
did so, but also commanded all his follow- 
ers to do the same, telling them that, if 
in doing this they were to lose their lives, 
they would immediately enter the heavenly 
mansion, and be happy for ever!” ‘ True 
sir,’ says the other Mussulm4n, “ it is the 
will of God that we bring unbelievers to a 
knowledge of him.” P. ‘‘ Then you see 
I am acting conformably to,the will 
of God in exhorting sinners to turn to 
Christ.” M. ‘‘It is good to preach to 
the Hindus, but not to us, who have the 
instructions of the true prophet.” P. 
‘But if the instructions of your prophet 
are not calculated to fit you for heaven, it 
is desirable, nay, indispensably necessary, 
that you should look out for some other 
guide who is able to reconcile you to God, 
and to Jead you to heaven.” M. “ Sir, 
you blaspheme! for the Kordn is the word 
of God ; and what can be more effectual 
in leading the heart to him than his 
word?” P, ‘* My friend, to be plain‘with 
you, T do not believe that your,Koran is 
the word of God, and that Mohamed is 
his prophet. I am aware, indeed, that he 
has inserted in his book some passages of 
the Old and New Testaments, and these, 
I own, are instructive, and are the true 
word_of God, if they are inserted as they 
are recorded in the Bible ; but in most, if 
not all cases, Mohamed has so artfully 
transcribed such passages, and perverted 
their meaning, that their primary signifi- 
cation is lost, and they are rendered sus- 
ceptible of many ambiguous explanations ; 
and if you, for a few minutes, lay aside 
your prejudice, and impartially examine 
the verses alluded to, and compare them 
with the original, you will soon perceive 
the truth of my remarks. I can also tell 
you from whom your prophet got the 
Scriptures, and. who assisted him in se- 
lecting and inserting those passages in his 
Koran.” M. ‘* You Christians have cor- 
rupted the word of God yourselves, and it 
is a great sin to hear you;” and so saying, 
with hasty strides, they left the chapel. 
Alas! how blinded are the votaries of the 
impostor; and how strong the chain that 
holds them fast in their fatal delusion! 
but, as the Lord can and will break off 
these shackles of ignorance, and emanci+ 
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pate them from the thraldom of the 
wicked one, we ought not to desist from 
preaching Christ to them, seeing ‘‘ there 
is no other name given under heaven 
among men whereby they can be saved.” 


Mr. De Monte gives the following 
account respecting the 


Progress of the cause at Luekyan- 
tipore. © 


Since the date of my last journal, it is 
pleasing to observe that we have lost no 
adult brother or sister at this station by 
death; and, though the additions that 
have been made from the heathen to the 
Christian population are small, yet I have 
every reason to thank God for his* mercy 
in blessing my humble labours in these 
villages. Four Hindus, with their families, 
(who heard the word of God for a length 
of time), have been brought to give up 
their caste, hoping to be saved through 
Christ alone. The names of these persons 
are as follow :—Akur Buddi and his mo- 
ther, and wife of Dhaénkata; Bhim Man- 
dol and his wife Adoni, of Choukitola ; 
Kasinath Bar and his wife, of Ladasipur, 
and Bind& Moudol, of Marapai. Akur 
Buddi and his family, and Kasinath and 
his family particularly, heard the word of 
God from me, both at the Dhankata chapel 
and at their houses during the last two 
years ; and, as the attendance of these 
persons on the means of. grace is regular, 
I hope they will be made meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light ; and, if angels rejoice at the con- 
version of one sinner only, how ought we 
also to rejoice at the conversion of sinful 
men, and be excited to abound more in 
the work of the Lord, since we see that 
our-labour is not vain in the Lord. As 
some of these converts can read, I hope 
in time they will become useful members 
of the church. In regard to the different 
villages mentioned in the first paragraph 
of my journal, and which are situate 
around Lakhydntipur, I have not ceased 
to visit them as often as I could save time 
from my stated engagements, and hun- 
dreds of people have been addressed at 
Laddsibpur, Bamna, and Banspalla; and 
it is encouraging to report that most of 
them heard attentively the word of God. 
At Magr4hat, or market, where I preached 
almost every Thursday when I lived at 
Lakhy4ntipur I had vast numbers of hear- 
ers. My auditors in general * approved 
the word of exhortation, and such as 
could read gladly received tracts, At one 
time, however, to my great sorrow, some 
of my hearers said, ‘‘ What is the benefit, 
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Sir, of professing Christianity,when those 
who do so are no better than they were 
before ; nay, some of them often act very 
outrageously and proudly.” I replied, 
‘* My friends, such is not the effect of 
Christianity ; it is rather calculated to in- 
spire men with the contrary virtues, such 
as humility and probity, and also to pro- 
duce in them fervent piety towards God, 
and benevolence towards all their fellow- 
creatures.” H. ‘* We would believe this 
if we did not know the facts we mention.” 
He mentioned afterwards some improper 
things which he said had been committed 
by Christians, but of which I knew no- 
thing. I then added, “I am not aware 
how far your statement is correct; how- 
ever, I can assure you this, that those 
persons whom you charge with such evil 
actions do not belong to us; and, whether 
what you say is true or not, I can only 
say this, that such a line of conduct is 
quite unbecoming a Christian. But now 
permit me to observe, that impropriety of 
conduct is not a good reason to reject the 
Saviour, whose blood (only) cleanseth 
from all sin.” As none answered again, I 
enforced on them the necessity of repent- 
ance, and of faith in Christ, as the only 
and sure means of salvation. 


He closes his journal by detailing 
a visit paid to several villages south 
and south-west of Luckyantipore, 
scarcely ever visited by Christian 
Missionaries before. 


The first village we visited is called 
Banchabra, and it has a pretty large popu- 
lation, peopled by respectable and well- 
informed persons. We spent a day here 
in preaching ; in the course of which not 
less than two or three hundred people vi- 
sited us. Many heard the word atten- 
tively; but a few Brahmans contended 
awhile that the Hindu incarnations were 
able to save them, and that they needed 
no other foreign Saviour. However, when 
the characters of Ram, Krisno, &c,, were 
examined, these supposed gods appeared 
to be but sinful men, and great monsters 
of iniquity ; and, therefore, I observed, 
that to depend upon them for salvation is 
great folly. My opponents soon held 
their peace, and I believe some of them 
felt the truth of what was said. In the 
meanwhile the majority of my hearers 
scemed to approve the word of God, and 
heard of the love of Christ with attention. 
In the afternoon the daroga (chief pelice 
officer), and the munshi, his assistant, of 
this village, came to see Mr. Pearce in 
our tent. The darogé appeared in the 
habiliment of a Hindu, and the munshi 
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in that of a Mussulmar; and no doubt 
they pass as such among their neighbours. 
However, when I commenced speaking 
with the munshi, and Mr. P. with the 
darogi, we perceived them to be loose 
believers in their respective creeds, In 
short, discoursing to them on the neces- 
sity of an Almighty Saviour to make an 
atonement for sin, they observed that 
they did not see any need of him ; they 
thought that a little repentance of their 
past sins, honesty in dealing with men, 
and piety towards God, are sufficient to 
make them the favourites of that merciful 
Being, who, they said, is himself willing 
to save all mankind. Indeed their pre- 
possessions were so great, that though Mr. 
P. endeavoured his utmost to convince 
them of their mistakes, yet they held fast 
their errors with firmness, and therefore, 
after advising them to reflect on what they 
heard, we left them, The next village we 
came to is called Bidd4dharpur. Here 
about fifty persons heard the word of 
God; and, what is pleasing to observe, 
almost all gave heed to the word addressed 
to them. None contradicted me. Some 
of them repeatedly acknowledged the 
truth of the arguments made use of to 
show the utter inability of idols and of 
the Hindu gods to save sinners from their 
deserved punishment. They listened to 
me with seriousness and docility and a 
boisnob or the worshipper of Krisno, parti- 
cularly appeared to be affected at what he 
heard, and offered to forsake idolatry ; but 
as now and then he took occasion to in- 
timate his extreme poverty to us, and as 
he had heard the word of God for a short 
time only, there is reason to think he 
was actuated rather from sordid principles 
in his professions, than by any just regard 
for the religion of Christ. On my asking, 
therefore, the reason of his taking so 
hasty a step in an affair of the highest 
importance, he replied, that, on a certain 
occasion, he received a Bangali tract from 
me at Mitri market, entitled, ‘‘ The True 
Refuge,” by reading which, he perceived 
that none but Christ could save him, and 
that the Hindu shastrfs were but a col- 
lection of fables. Hearing these, I fur- 
ther instructed him in the saving truths of 
the Bible, and advised him to come to the 
Dhankata chapel, where, he was told, he 
would obtain means of grace calculated to 
lead him in the way of salvation. He 
promised to do so, but he has not since 
made his appearance, Leaving this 
place, we entered another village, called 
Doydrampur, where we preached to many 
Hindus the word of life. Some of these 
people assented to what we declared, and 
seemed to listen to me with great attention ; 
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however others contended awhile that they 
did every thing, whether good or evil, ac- 
cording to fate; and one of them, if pos- 
sible, more silly and ignorant than the 
rest, observed that he expected tobe saved 
by worshipping bis Griru (teacher), who, 
he said, would not fail to take him to 
heaven. On hearing our replies, however, 
these men perceived their mistakes, and 
approved the word of Christ. While Mr. 
Pearce remained at this village 1 went as 
far as Culpi, distant about six miles to the 
west from our tent. Here was a village 
market, where I preached to’ about two 
hundred Hindus and Mussulmans, who 
heard me with attention on the conde- 
scension and love of the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world. 
Seeing a temple situate at the southern 
extremity of this market, I went to it, 
and took my stand at the door. Here 
were exposed to the view of the populace 
three large idols—K4li being placed in 
the centre, on her right hand side was a 
new idol, invented in these parts, called 
Foujdarthakur, or the great police officer, 
andat herleft side stood Panchanondo. Five 
Brémons sat near these images, receiving 
presents and homage from the people, 
who gathered around me from every part 
of the market, in such great numbers, 
that I was almost suffocated by them. I 
expatiated onthe great sin of worshipping 
these dumb idols, and, I hope, showed to 
the conviction of some of my auditory, 
that idolatry was opposed both to the word 
of God and to the dictates of sound reason. 
Afterwards, perceiving that one of the 
Brémons who attended on the idols was 
drunk, and consequently was indulging in 
many frivolous questions, I exposed the 
inconsistency of his conduct to the popu- 
lace, and endeavoured to show them the 
various ways by which these false guides 
deceive them, and keep them in utter 
darkness, in order that they may live upon 
them. The people with one accord boldly 
declared that I said nothing but the truth, 
and seemed to look on them with disap- 
probation. After this the Bramons ob- 
served silence, and this enabled me to 
discourse, without interruption, on the de- 
pravity and blindness of the human heart, 
and on the necessity of its thorough 
change, and also on the provision that is 
made in the Gospel for sinners. The 
people, who perhaps never heard the 
Gospel before, were now made acquainted 
with the power, love, and works of 
Christ. Many of these seemed to feel 
a concern at what TI had stated, and 
heard me ont, until I was spent with 
fatigue. Some of them who could read ac- 
cepted tracts with eagerness, and promised 
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to read them with attention and to 
come to us for further instructions on 
these subjects, when their circumstances 
would allow them. May the Holy Spirit 
enable them to do it without delay. The 
next day we journeyed to Gabbere, but 
the people of this place appeared very 
indifferent to the concerns of their souls: 
a few persons only came near us, and 
this, I fancy, was rather from curiosity 
than a desire of knowing the will of hea- 
ven. They were, however, addressed on 
the necessity of repentance and of faith 
in Christ, but they soon withdrew from 
us, not caring for what we said. In this 
village we met with more Bramons than 
usual, which accounts in some measure 
for the indifference of the people. The 
last village where we preached is called 
A’krabere. The inhabitants of this place 
seemed by far the most civil, considerate, 
and hospitable that we had seen, At first 
indeed the people here, both men and 
women, were much afraid of us, not being 
aware of the purport of our errand ; per- 
haps they thought, that our stopping there 
would be attended with some injury to 
them. However, when they understood 
that our object in visiting them was 
simply to do good to their souls, their 
fears were removed. Some of them ran 
to furnish us with fire-wood, while others 
did every thing they could to supply our 
wants, This was at night; for it was 
quite dark when we got here: on the 
morrow we spoke to them the word of 
God, and they heard it with seriousness, 
While I was speaking on the danger and 
sin of idolatry, one of my hearers accosted 
another in the assembly thus: ‘“‘ Durga- 
parsad, see now, how foolish and wrong 
it is to worship idols.’”’ To which his 
companion seemed to assent. In the 
course of the day the report of our arrival 
being spread over all the neighbouring 
villages, three Bramons, with a number 
of Hindus, came to hear us. These peo- 
ple listened well, and appeared to receive 
what we said. Some of them promised 
to visit our chapel, and Dhankata on the 
Sunday. During the night we where 
here we had a severe thunder storm, and 
a heavy shower of rain for half an hour, 
but we were well secured in the tent. 
The people who carried our baggage were 
all glad to take shelter in the tent too. In 
the afternoon we left this village, and on 
our return to Dhankata visited in our way 
Hauri, a large market, where Mr. P. 
spoke a considerable time to a large con- 
gregation. 


As a postseript to this article we 
subjoin the following particulars 
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given by Mr. Thomas, dated Sulkea, 
March 28, 1836 :— 


I ‘have considerable hopes of shortly 
receiving into our little church several, 
who appear to be the subjects of a work 
of grace, ‘I'wo are proposed, and two or 
three more will be proposed very soon. 
The widow of the man of whom I gave 
some account in the 15th Report, will 
soon be baptized, should her health per- 
mit, and probably her mother, both of 
whom afford reason to hope they have ex- 
perienced a change of heart. The wife 
of one of my native members has, I hope, 
passed through the same change. A 
young man, |formerly in my school, and 
now engaged to instruct my children, ap- 
pears to love the Lord, and prays in a 
pleasing manner; he has thrice engaged 
in our prayer-meeting for native Chris- 
tians. A respectable Brahman appears 
determined to cast in his lot with us, and 
has for some time been very regular in 
his attendance. A Mughal has repeat- 
edly visited me, and I really think he is 
the subject of a begun work of grace. He 
comes from a distant part of the country, 
and never had an opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with the religion of Jesus 
until he came tome. I have been ex- 
ceedingly pleased with him, and from 
many things which appear in him, IT can- 
net help hoping and believing that he is 
a vessel of mercy. He makes no secret 
of his change of religion, and appears 
concerned to bring others to Christ. He 
has asked for baptism ; and should he con- 
tinue to make the advances he has 
hitherto made, I shall not long hesitate 
about receiving him. The heart is de- 
ceitful I know, and hence I rejoice with 
trembling, but I know the grace of God is 
all-sufficient, and we are assured that its 
sufficiency shall be tested and abundantly 
proved in the conversion and salvation of 
countless multitudes ; all the ends of the 
earth are to see the salvation of God—alb 
nations shall praise the Lord. 


SPANISH TOWN. 


We gladly comply with the re- 
quest of a much esteemed friend to 
insert in our Number for this month 
the following remarks, extracted from 
a letter written by Mr. Phillippo to 
himself, under date of 13th July last. 
It will be perceived that Mr. Phil- 
lippo’s observations were elicited by 
the inquiries of his friendly corre- 
spondent, who had made him ac- 
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quainted with the secret insinua- 
tions, and private statements, circu- 
lated, with much assiduity, some 
months since, to the disparagement 
of our Jamaica brethren. We trust 
that after the present article, taken 
in connexion with several others 
equally satisfactory, which have al- 
ready appeared in our pages, we 
shall have no farther occasion to re- 
cur to this subject. As for the indi- 
viduals who have condescended to 
engage in this petty and dishonour- 
able warfare, we sincerely wish they 
may become imitators, both in la- 
bours and success, of the men whom 
they have fruitlessly endeavoured to 
degrade in public estimation. 


When individual churches comprise 
such members as are comprised in most 
of our churches in Jamaica, and when 
it is taken into the account that most of 
our converts have suddenly emerged from 
a state of semi-heathenism, it is scarcely 
to be expected that they should endure a 
critic’s eye, or that there should not be 
found amongst them occasional incon- 
sistencies and sins; this the more espe- 
cially, as from the influences of unjust and 
oppressive laws, we, as ministers, have 
been precluded access to the dwellings of 
our flocks, and have been unable to see 
the influence of religion on them in their 
families, Any instance of dereliction 
among them, each missionary deplores as 
deeply as the pastor of any other church, 
and I feel confident that none could more 
diligently labour, both in the pulpit and 
out of it, to prevent them. ° 

Tn the admission of members, it is im- 
possible for us to be more cautious, I 
hesitate not to say, indeed, that we carry 
matters in this respect to an extreme. 
Seldom is it the case, that we admit any 
one to communion under a two years’ pro- 
bation, whilst it is the common case that 
they have been three, four, five, and even 
seven years, As an evidence that we are 
not less particular in the admission of 
members than our brethren in England, 
permit me to mention two or three cases, 
out of many that I could select. On 
Mrs. Phillippo’s return to England some 
years ago for the benefit of her health, 
she was accompanied by a young woman, 
a native, who had been connected as an 
inquirer with the church at Spanish Town, 
for a period of five years. A minister in 
the country having had some close reli- 
gious conversation with her, was  sur- 
prised that she was without the pale of 
the church, and proposed her being bap- 
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tized without delay. Mr. and Mrs. 
Burchell were accompanied home by a 
similar individual, under similar circum- 
stances ; and very soon after their settle- 
ment (pro tem.) in London, the church 
under the care of Mr. Upton, sen., were 
so satisfied with her piety that their 
venerable pastor baptized her, 

When in England myself, a year or 
two ago, I was sought out by a young 
black man who had made his escape from 
slavery. He had been attached to the 
church at Spanish Town, and _ subse- 
quently to the church at Old Harbour, 
as an inquirer for years, After private 
conversation with the minister and Chris- 
tian friends, and after an application to 
me by the venerable and zealous pastor of 
the church at Eagle-street, he appeared 
before the church, was unanimously ac- 
cepted as a proper subject for Christian 
fellowship, and was accordingly baptized 
by the Rev. Mr. Overbury, 

At this very time I am engaged with 
the church in examining candidates for 
baptism. Among the number are some 
very intelligent and respectable young 
people, who have been inquirers, 1 may 
say, probationers, for a period of upwards 
of twelve months, their conduct during 
that period having been perfectly con- 
sistent, and their piety, so far as we can 
judge, undoubted: but because they are 
young, and have afforded such inade- 
quate opportunities in point of time for 
judging of their sincerity, they have been 
recommended to postpone their applica- 
tion a little longer. They received the 
advice with tears, and from that moment 
to the present, I am informed, their 
uneasiness has scarcely had a respite. 

As ministers of Christ—as men who 
can judge of the piety or otherwise of 
our fellow-creatures, by external appear- 
ances only, what are we to do under such 
circumstances? Evidently, to baptize 
them, every church in Britain would 
respond, and leave all consequences to 
God. Believe me, my dear friend, that, 
great as the numbers are that we annually 
admit to our communion, we could admit 
hundreds more if we were influenced by 
no higher motives than a mere increase 
of numbers. Among those even selected 
from the mass as giving evidence of su- 
perior qualifications, many are turned 
back ; and our principal concern on such 
occasions is lest we have rejected many 
whom Christ has not rejected, rather 
than lest we should have received those 
whom Christ has not received. Of the 
former, as an error of judgment, I, as an 
individual, have often had painful evi- 
dences, as well as of the latter. This was 
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the case a short time ago, one instance of 
which I will adduce. On the morning 
immediately following the day on which 
I had administered the ordinance of 
baptism, I was thus accosted by my bro- 
ther missionary, the Rey. J. Edmondson, 
the Wesleyan minister in this town: 
‘« My servant is in great trouble, crying 
from morning till night, because you did 
not baptize her yesterday. She tells me 
she was objected to because she did not 
express herself clearly on some essential 
points, but I can assure you, from the 
testimony of my predecessor, and from 
my own opportunities of judging, that I 
believe her to be a truly sincere and 
pious Christian. Such indeed is my 
opinion of her that I should be glad to 
receive her into the church under my 
care,” 

So much for the admission of members 
—now for discipline. Most of us have a 
church-meeting every week; and having 
one or two deacons (or those who act as 
such, by assisting us in the discharge of 
our pastoral duties) on {almost every 
estate, numerous as our churches are, 
scarcely a single act of serious discrepancy 
can arise without our knowledge. Things 
indeed of the ‘most trivial nature, and 
others less trivial, but which are connived 
at at home, are brought for adjustment 
before our churches here, As soon as 
any one is convicted of being in the indul- 
gence of actual sin, the preliminary steps 
of course being taken, he is instantly ex- 
cluded, and the cause of that exclusion is 
publicly proclaimed. To show to the 
world our intolerance to sin, in whomso- 
ever it is found, we have been apt to ex- 
ceed the apostolic command ; hence ¢ sus- 
pensions’ are very little known amongst 
us, and of those who are the subjects of 
excision, scarcely one in ten turns back 
again into the world. So far as my 
own church is concerned, and I have a 
right to presume that others of the same 
standing are equally uncorrupt, I] am 
persuaded that a purer charch, under the 
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same circumstances, does not exist in any 
missionary station inthe world. I might 
have gone further, and put it on a footing 
with the churches with which I am ac- 
quainted in England and America, But 
if the churches in Jamaica are inferior to 
them in piety and sound scriptural know- 
ledge, what has been the cause, and who 
are to blame? Not the missionaries and 
their flocks, but British Christians, in so 
scantily supplying the field with labourers. 


I, for instance, have a church amounting 


to nearly 1500 members, with perhaps an 
equal or a greaternumber of inquirers. This, 
together with preaching at three subordi- 
nate stations, exclusively of regular week- 
day services at Spanish Town, with mar- 
riages and funerals, and chapel and 
school-house building, &c., &c. I can, 
therefore, scarcely be supposed to perform 
so many pastoral visits, or to possess so 
many opportunities for communicating 
private instruction, as a pastor at home, 
who has less than one-third of such 
duties to perform, 

Our incessant and earnest cry to 
Britain, as missionaries, has ever been, 
“* Come over and help us; for the harvest 
is great, and the labourers are few.” One 
thing is certain, that there is neither 
might nor counsel against the Lord, and 
those of us who have been long labouring 
in this vineyard, feel persuaded that He 
is on our side whom no stratagems can 
baffle, and against whom no combinations 
can succeed. I have frequently heard, 
within these few months past, that many 
very uncharitable things have been said re- 
specting us, but as some of the parties 
were young, all of them inexperienced, 
and most of them disappointed in their 
prospects, it has been thought the wisest 
course by those implicated, to abstain 
from all notice of them whatsoever, leav- 
ing them to the control of that benignant 
and Almighty Providence, which worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own 
will. 


LIST OF LETTERS LATELY RECEIVED. 


East Inpvizs.—Rey. W. H. Pearce, Calcutta, April 9 and 13, and June 5; J.D. 
Ellis, Chitpore, April 23 ; George Pearce, Seebpore, April 15 ; Andrew Leslie, Mon- 
ghyr, April 4; Henry Beddy, Patna, May 4; Ebenezer Daniel, Colombo, May 4, 
and June 27 ; G. Bruckner, Samarang, June 24. ; 

Wersr Inpres.—Rev. W. Knibb, Falmouth, July 18 ; John Clarke, Jericho, July 
21; T. F. Abbott, Lucea, August 2; T. Burchell, Montego Bay, July 26, and Aug. 
22 and 30; J. Clark, Brown’s Town, July 19, and August 22; Mrs. Coultart, July 
18; W. Dendy, Bethtephil, August 29 ; Samuel Oughton, Montego Bay, August 23 ; 
T. E. Ward, August 22 ; A. Henderson, Belize, July 17, and August 31. 

Rey. J. Burton, Nassau, September 17; Joseph Bourn, August 10 ; Ebenezer 
Quant, Turk’s Islands, August 8, and September 12. 
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OXFORDSHIRE AUXILIARY 
SOCIETY. 


The Twenty-first Anniversary of 
this Society was held at Chipping 
Norton, on Tuesday, October 4th, 
1836. Rev. D. Wassell, of Fairford, 
preached in the morning, and Rey. 
J. P. Mursell, of Leicester, in the 
evening. 
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At the public-meeting in the 
afternoon, H. F. Wilkins, Esq., was 
called to the chair. The Secretary 
read the Report, and the addresses 
delivered on the occasion produced 
a deep impression on the assembly, 
both in regard to the increasing 
tokens of the Divine blessing on 
Christian missions, and as to the vast 
and urgent importance of all Chris- 
tians combining their energies to put 
an end to slavery, in all its forms and 
degrees, throughout the world. 


Contributions received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
from October 20, to November 20, 1836, not including individual 


subscriptions. 
Aston Clinton, collection, &c., by Paisley, Rev. Mr. Smart’s congre- 
My, .Ameaden.. 2.00h AGG? dake 6 3 5° 0 gation, :by Mr. Hardie: ..°..-..-. 10) 2°76 
Chenies, part of collection, by Kev. Bristol, Auxiliary Society, on ac- 
John Goedrich... .és0.005 +000 aie tealeu (0; count, by R. Leonard, Esq...... 30 0 0 
Cambridge, Auxiliary Society, by Osfordshire Auxiliary Society, viz. : 
Edward Randall, Esq.,.......... 63 18 1 Abingdon, by Rev. John 
Olney, subscriptions, by William Kershaw, subscriptions 
Amdrews; Esq. crv sersterels sales ens 12 6 0 and collection... ...... ZAI ws 
Rugby, Ladies’ Association, by Rey. Donations for Mr. Knibb’s 
Pied all orawatee oe ane Pan siete oO ~ 0 WValdensia chapel.... 21 0 0 
42-7 3 
DONATIONS. 
Friends, by Miss Daniel, for Byamville Chapel............. 50 1 6 
Thomas Gurney, Esq............++° aefaleh ti elon Solin keh cote 25). 02.0 
Thomas Farmer, Esq., Gunnersbury......0.e ccsecccecsecss 10 0 0 
Wilham*Key,' Esq., by the’Secrétary..2. 3. 20 o. ccd cede pete ve 0 
Mr. John Anderson, Spittal..... alo, vaidiale. Sie suettia tis Aaa tic chee 2? OF 0 
Ty Pe Musee. Mbt aan Ooar aires eis sive Share pinicts » See <4 010 0 
LEGACY. 
Mrs, Taylor, late of Greenock, by Rev. George Barclay...... 413 1 


The Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society discharge a pleasing obligation 
in publicly acknowledging the great kindness and liberality shown to their brethren, 
the Rey. Edward Steane and C. E. Birt, who have just concluded a tour through 
Scotland on behalf of the Society. The ministers and Christian friends who have 
received and assisted their brethren in their journey, will accept the cordial thanks 


of the Committee. An account of the collections, &c., will appear in our next 
number, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
A box of sundry articles of clothing, &c., kindly forwarded by Mrs. Horsey, 
and other Ladies at Taunton, for the Rey. Thomas Burchell, of Moutego Bay, has 


been duly received ; as also, a parcel from Mr, Francis, of Nailsworth, for the same 
destination, 


J. MADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE-STREET, FINSBURY, 
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